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Question1: What we're seeing is artifically inflated land prices
secondary to current low returns in stocks, bonds etc. People with
capital looking to invest can get a better return by investing in land
than anything else, this will change eventually, any attempt to fix the
situation to help retain young farmers will then cause "unintended
consequences" The problem is low grain prices, we need to create new
markets and increase the need ie biodiesel/alcohol fuel etc.
Question2:
Question3:
Question4: Make it a priority to retain current CRP levels, increase
them if possible. Taking marginal land out of production serves many
benefits, decreases total production, stops erosion, cleans the
environment, sequesters carbon, provides wildlife habitat. Be more
aggressive at the county level in recruiting farmers/land for enrollment
into CRP etc. There is no reason the county NRCS/FSA/USDA personnel
can't identify those lands which should be enrolled and contact the
owners to discuss the benefits, many just don't understand the
advantages to enrolling in any USDA sponsored conservation program. If
it were explained to them face to face, there would be more
participation. Subject could be taught in school as an elective, our
youth are the future, make them understand the consequences of damage to
our environment, plant that seed early and it will mature into a way of
life.
Question5:
Question6:


