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Question1: Alaska is a unique in its location and farming ability. Most
Americans do not realize that we grow the amount of crops we do. We are
the fastest growing area in the state and we are in the top 10 in
America per capita. We have seen property values grow from $2,000 to
$3,000 per acre to, now 10 years later, $26,000 to $30,000. Our farmers
simple can not expand their operations and new farmers can not afford to
purchase the property. Senior farmers have and continue to sell to
developers. The price they offer is very tempting. The Grassland
Protection Program is an excellent program that we are just now hearing
about, over the past couple of years and we are utilizing. This year we
will exceed the 1.2 million places in this program. Currently we have a
farm that will apply for this program next year and his property alone
the difference in Ag value and Development value will equal 2.8 million.

As you can see we want this program to stay in the next farm bill and
substantially increase in the funding.

Also we see that the Farm and Ranch Protection Program will work here.
The problem we have is we have no land trust until now. I manage Alaska
Rural Rehabilitation Corporation, an agricultural lender since 1935 when
we assisted the government in the colony move to Alaska, see
www.arrc.us. The Board of Directors of ARRC formed a new non profit
corporation, called Alaska Farmland Trust Corporation as of May this
year. Currently we are awaited our 501 (c)(3) status. The focus of
Alaska Farmland Trust is to protect farmland. We will attempt to raise
matching funds for the FRPP.

We would like to see a different scale for rural areas on the percentage
of matching required and that Alaska itself be considered rural.

Question2:
Question3:
Question4: For us in Alaska that has to do with outreach. We do not
hear about programs as we should. Some take years for us to hear and
implement, then the funding is revoked because we did not use the
program. Now you are looking at pulling offices and "centralizing"
them. That means 50 to 500 mile trips. There is no way that USDA NRCS
can effectively to their job when they are traveling all the time. As
an agricultural lender I lend to the entire state and I do collateral
inspections once a year because of travel time issues.

We ask that you not only keep the county satellite offices but to also
increase staff.

I represent a 6 member board, 3 staff members and myself. Thank you for
you town meeting with DC USDA held here in Palmer, Alaska August 25,
2005. We appreciate what you have done for us and look forward to



continuing in these programs in the future.

Question5:
Question6:


