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Questionl: | am Chairman of the Texas Mexico Border Coalition Community
Based Organization covering 37 counties in Texas. We are a
minority(Hispanic) organization trying to help people stay in the rural
areas. Being a Non-Profit has given us a vehicle to access some dollars
to provide outreach technical assistance and other programming to the
small communities within our area. We were built on partnerships and
that is what we depend on for our outreach. The Hispanic Farming and
Ranching community are increasing in size and numbers and availability
of funding needs to be addressed accross the board. At times our
customers seem to be intimidated when they try to receiving assistance
at the local USDA offices. The sensitivity issue needs to be addressed
at the local levels. CBOs can do much in this area by bridging any gaps
that might exist. The numbers of Hispanic Farmers and Ranchers will
increase even more based on past history and the increases in that
population group over the last ten years. Provisions should address the
issue of insuring that there are no hinderances to them entering the
market.

Question2: CAFTA as it was passed will hurt many of the rural areas of
our service area. The road systems are already lacking and will only
become worse as CAFTA traffic increases. That traffic does not stop in
the rural areas, but only passes thru.

Question3: There needs to be more emphasis placed on the few USDA
outreach programs to ensure that funding is available for assistance.
The 2501 program has been a very successful program with very limited
resources. That program needs to be fully funded at the maximum level
which | believe is $25M. The funding level seems to stay at around
$3-$5M. This allows a few good programs to be funded, but on a limited
basis.

The Risk Management Agency outreach programs are also quite helpful, but
survive on limited funding. Levels of funding need to be increased.

The Hispanic Agriculture Communities grew by about 56 percent based on
2000 census figures, but the programming provided by USDA & others has
not kept pace. Many commodity programs have been closer to closing the
gap, except for the minority program funding. This issue needs to be
addressed.

Question4: CSP,CRP,EQIP,WHIP,CREP, are all programs which are helping
many people. They provide a long lasting effect on the land base and

are not a one time infusion of cash, but one that will make a difference

in the Ifuture. Those programs need to be fully funded. Some of those
monies need to be designhated for outreach, but outreach that will be

felt at the local level and not at some meeting somewhere where most
underserved communitites cannot or will not go. We support full
conservation funding.

Question5: At the same time that we talk about providing more assistance

in rural areas we have some Rural Development Programs that will

penalize an applicant if that application is slanted to emphasize



agriculture. This makes no real sense to us living in the rural areas
of TX. USDA should encourage the rural areas to incoorporate more
agriculturally oriented ideas into their grant applications.

We talk about economic growth in the rural areas at the some time that
USDA-RD in some of their grant applications penalizes an applicant if
the application is geared to much to Agriculture. This makes no sense
to some of us who live out in the rural areas of TX. USDA should
encourage the rural areas to incoorporate more agriculturally oriented
ideas in their applications.

Question6: Research and extension go hand in hand. We do not believe
they can be decoupled. Extension and research should be fully funded.



