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My name is Wayne Schell. I am President/CEO of the California
Association for Local Economic Development. We have worked with and
been a partner of USDA Rural Development for many years. I am
addressing Issue #5 ? How can Federal rural and farm programs provide
effective assistance in rural areas?

CALED is a professional organization with over 650 members ? cities,
counties, nonprofits, and private companies. For over 25 years, we have
been a statewide and national leader in economic development policy,
education, and technical assistance. We have worked with many state and
federal agencies on a wide variety of issues.

Criticizing the federal government has always been a national pastime.
Looking for change, calling for new initiatives, creating new
programs,?this seemingly eternal process takes up countless hours and
resources. Unfortunately, it is these efforts that get the press and
the political attention. Often overlooked are those programs that are
effective, those federal officials who do a great job, those support
staff who approach their work with professionalism and caring.

Although this description may seem a bit flowery, it is, in fact, an
accurate portrayal of our experience with USDA?s Rural Development
program in California. Paul Venosdel and his staff have shown unusual
leadership, investing in projects to overcome rural poverty, improve
housing, and strengthen community development. They have forged new
partnerships and leveraged their resources many times over to solve
local problems, creating jobs and generating private sector investment
in the process.

When we go into even small remote areas, there is invariably the impact
of Rural Development programs and their field staff. Local leaders know
these people by name and attribute recent improvements in their
community to Rural Development?s support. They are known, but more
importantly, they are respected.

Of all the federal and state agencies we work with, USDA Rural
Development is always at the table. Not only do they show up to discuss
pervasive economic issues, they bring knowledge and resources as well.
This is a program that works. When funding is so limited, it would be
ludicrous to shortchange an organization that is so consistently



effective. This is a very good investment. CALED encourages higher
budget levels and appropriations for this first rate effort. We believe
that federal funding for something as time-proven as this service should
be increased and receive the attention it deserves.
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