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Question1:
Question2: I'm not sure but do know that money is the initial set back
for the younger generation. Land is so expensive a young farmer can not
get a start unless he or she has access to lots of money or cheep
interest money for a longer period of time then is presently in the
system.
Question3: In my area the small farmer is being squeezed out by the
larger farmers. The average age of farmers in my rural area is now
about 61 years old. The little guy cannot make it and the big guy just
keeps getting bigger and gets more government money. I would likd to
see the new farm bill with a flat dollar amount to every farmer and his
spouse. Big and small each get from $25,000. to $35,000. This would
help the small farm to continue and possible be able to get out of dept
enough to pass the farm to children who would like to come back to the
farm but know there is no way they can.
Question4: Conservation and environmental goals must have higher dollar
amounts on them. Presently there is little incentive to participate.
Most small farmers are great at doing this anyway but they need every
acre they have in production to keep going.
Question5: Rural economic growth depends on agriculture in many areas.
When equipment costs are out of sight, fertilizer, herbicide and fuel
are three to four times what they were a year ago there is not economic
growth in small communities. Farmers don't have a penny to spare for
anything.
Question6: It seems like farmers raise the only commodity where they
have to take an offered price for their goods. It is not fair as
nothing else I can think of is that way. We go to South America and
give them our technology, they can produce it cheeper then we import it.
What about our own farmers? We must start using our own products at
home and also increse the use of corn and milo for ethanol fuels.


