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Dear Mr. Secretary o'f Agriculture Mike Johanns,
|
I noticed you are takmg comments on the thoughts pf the content in the 2007 Fiarm Bill.
From reading some of your talks in the past, you appear to me|to be more like myse]f and
try to approach thmgs! from the common sense v1ew rather than it’s good for th!e politics
view of it. And of course you know when you do that brace yourself because now
you’re not on a side lpe:r say but in the middle of the argumentJ Before I get mth my idea
I need to tell you who T am. I'm a small town guy,| who was raised on a dairy farm at the
end of a gravel dead!end roacl here in WI. Tam now a managelr for the USDA- Farm
Service Agency in Stevens Pomt and WI Rapids, WI Yes, I’ f in a shared management
situation with an ofﬁce n Portage County and another in Wood County, WL Point being
I think I have one oﬁ.the largest variety packages ofagnculture you will find in the
Midwest with thousands of acres of both imgated and non- |rngated land grOng
I |
_thousands of acres of different vegetable crops, corn, soybeans, hay varieties, and small
grains. | can tell youl that every year no matter what some have a good crop and some
have a bad crop in my area just because of the varllety ofterram and crops grown here.
My farmers are some of the hardest workmg and smartest workmg people in the country,
make no mistake on tihat So I ran my “common slv:ense idea about USDA’s grain crop
support programs past some of the best farmer * th:nkers as well as let’s call them
“argumentative” proiducers we know. The reSponses 1 recewe{i have impelled me to
writc you when bemg pretty much a nobody in. central WI 1 'would have never given ita
second thought to wiite vou. | , ?
! ' ' |
At this time in the present Farm Bill we have several programs doing the same;thing;
guaranteeing the farhller a certain base level price f(lJr their product. Let’s use corn as the
example knowing 1t|s the same for many crops. thfe have the Dlrect and Counter-
Cyclical programs, Loan Deﬁcrency Programs, Disaster Programs and Crop Insurance
Programs doing all exactly the same thmg They are all guaranteeing the grower a price,
or I’d like to better call it, an*income” from their Icrop whether it’s a good growmg year
or a bad, and the farHler gets nothing but losses. lt|s costing us millions in several
programs to do whalt one program could do. Slmplly guarantee the producer a price and a
yield based on his areca for the acres the producer intends to; from history, and does
actually plant. Thisjis exactly what we are doing 1:r|1 several costly programs and it could-
be done in one. Prodluctlon control programs Went|out in the 90 s when Freedom To
Farm came in so if we are still under that concept then we need to only i income base this
whole thing under the one program If prices are Ibw becatise the corn Crop is good we
guaranteed the * suppiort so we pay like we do nO\Hf If pncesI are high because the crop
is bad, once again we guaranteed the “support” so we pay llke we do now but w1thout
costly Disaster Programs that cover the whole country because of those that can not, will
not buy or purchaserlneffmcnt crop insurance pohmes We can localize the Disaster
Programs for the extremes 1f'congress chooses: Crop insurance may still be offered for
the producer to purchase if they so choose or to further cover }themselves to satlsfy
operating loans, etc! ;las a supplement to all of this JLISI like any insurance and you can
keep those strong lobbyists happy as you will not defeat them! Crop reporting and yield
reporting would still be required by the producer iNl a similar \Iavay as it is now as to not
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endanger any statistll al rannﬁcatlons or deﬁmtely lhe fraudulent actions that c?u]d occur
as it does with any -p?ogram we will try to admmlstﬁr in USDﬁi\ a

; .
Mr. Secretary | knov.!r| I"ve only touched on this as this concept just grows fromhere and it
will take hundreds of|pages to write but doesn’t common sense tell you something about
the initial idea? I'm }oul here in the field everyday 1w1th the pcople that feed you and [ and
they deserve the attennon of something that makes sense for a'change. All the farmers
I’ve talked to in both my offices told me not to waste my time'writing you because this
whole idea makes sense so 10 one will ever listen. | I guess that s why I'm wrltmg you.
Right now we have zidgcncws within USDA spendmg hundrcds of thousands of dollars in
time and materials duphcatmg the same efforts. We see this i in the field, I can ?nly
imagine what you see in your seat. It is obvious future budgets will only be slimmer for
us Lo operate under dnd we are being spread thmnelll" but asked to do more. A change like
this is needed and tojbest use the resources avallable this taxpayer believes this makes

El 1

sense. Now of course 1 would like to wish for the Ilmposslblo:a but what an opportumty it
would be to sit down for dmner for about a week and talk about this with you and a
couple others to thm\lv the concept back and forth. ] Somethlng time and mnneyl will not
allow, but I guess I can settleflfl‘]ust know you took the 5 minutes to read this iand give it

some conszderallon}[ g _ : -
: : ]

Thank you, Ii : o

_"O—l-._—-\-—--—- =T

Jake Bourget, CED

Portage County FSA !

1462 Strongs Ave. *

Stevens Point, W1 54481 |
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; : |

I

f

!




