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August 11, 2005

Mike Johanns, Secret ary of Agriculture
US Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave SW
Washington, DC 20250
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Dear Secretary Joharins;

» T want to thank you for touﬁng the Umted States to get input for the 2007 Farm Bill.
Welcome to the Towdl State Fair and the heartland of food production in the world.

I am Stephen Gardnellr a farmer from Ottumwa, fowa in the South east part of the state. I
want to applaud the e}fforts oﬂCongress the Pre51dent and your-office to recognize the
importance America; s agnculture has in energy independence for our nation. The
Energy Bill will help the Ameﬁcan farmer meet the energy appetite of our nation with
reliable, cost effective and enyironmentally stable energy.

|
We are on the Verge of commlermahzmg a blon}ass project in our area co-firing switch
grass with coal to produce electricity. The Department of Energy has been very
instrumental in workmg toward this endeavor The USDA continues to help us with

research in the proj elt. We thank both departments in this rural development activity.

We believe your department could catapult this technology and industry if you would
shape conservation policy that]w1ll Jumpstart biomass production and coach those
production systems into the pr%vate productlon |sector of our economy. We need your
leadership to develop an energy conservatlon policy that allows for forage monocultures

to be established in harm ony with food plots for wildlife.
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As CRP acres approach renevlval please COT‘lSldler mid term management decisions that
encourage biomass cnergy prcrductlon Allow conservation and cultural practices that

would enhance productlon capablh ties onj our ﬂoorer quality soils. Encourage your

different departments under yeur agency to wolrk with bonafied energy systems to
establish env1ronme1|1ttally SOUI}ld and econlomlcial!y efficient production activities to
convert those CRP acres info an energy reserve.

I want to thank you for considering this suggestion as a component of future farm policy
in this nation.
}
Sincerely, ‘ { -

Stephen Gardner
21361 Power Plant Road
Ottumwa, lowa 52501
E-mail: sbgardner@prodl gyl
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