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Question4: As an element of the Farm Bill, the Urban & Community
Forestry (U&CF) Program is a vital element of any efforts regarding
conservation and environmental concerns.

Ever-expanding urban and suburban areas, with the concurrent ordinances
and zoning, have a significant impact on ownership and land management,
generally resulting in fragmentation of ownership and increasing
pressures to develop land. Farming and forestry in the Urban-Rural
Interface are being heavily impacted and limited as social and economic
pressures come from all sides. Support of these land uses, and active
and real encouragement to retain land in these uses in and around
communities, is essential in the pursuit of air and water quality, as
well as biodiversity, social and mental well-being, as has been
repeatedly documented.

Although a relatively small program in the larger picture of federal
funding (approx. $30 million to Federal Regions and 50 states and 13
territories) the U&CF Program is an essential part of any environmental
or conservation goals, especially in rapidly developing states like
North Carolina (>1,000,000 acres converted to development between 1990
and 2002).

The Southeast states have many smaller developing communities which are
primed for education and assistance in the development of policies to
include green space (farmland and forested land under traditional
management, conservation areas, parks, restored natural communities,
FEMA purchased land returned to local government management, planning
and managing trees in the urban and suburban environment etc.). The
outreach into communities, since Federal funding was initiated, has been
used to encourage and support communities to include green space, to
become more aware and to improve management. This is an on-going
challenge where the pressures for development impels local governments
(municipal and county) to consider only the short-term economic benefits
and not the long-term environmental impacts.

The U&CF program is positioned as an existing advocate with
relationships (present and developing) with local communities. The
holistic view of the benefits of greenspace positions the program to
encourage the existence of all kinds of undeveloped green space for
storm water management, water quality, ground water recharging, air
quality attainment issues, flora and fauna diversity, heat island
mitigation, energy use, property sales and tax value, and so on and so
on.



Support of the U&CF Program is crucial to the States and their present
and developing programs. While there is always more that could be
accomplished with increased funding levels, even a moderate reduction to
the recent levels of funding impact the ability of States to deliver
effective programs to their citizens. The rapid pace of development and
the challenges we all face, regardless of the facet in which we are
active, means that we have already failed in being pro-active in
addressing these challenges and concerns. Tackling these issues on
several fronts is imperative if we are to succeed in maintaining a
living environment for our citizens. The U&CF Program is
well-positioned to be a partner in reaching that goal and must be
included and supported in the new farm bill.
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