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I believe to little attention is being given to contract growers. They
put substantial amounts of money and are then left to the mercy of the
company that they contract with.
Today most 4 house broiler farms cost around 1 million dollars.Once the
farms are built, the grower is locked into a mortgage that can only be
paid by growing birds. Their pay is based on a ranking system that pits
grower against grower to get a larger percentage of the of the money
designated to pay growers in the week that they settle. Growers ranking
is dependent on how efficient the birds perform. The grower only has
control over the birds environment inside the houses. Bird performance
is dependent not only one these things, but also bird quality, ( young
parent flock, old parent flock, sick birds due to problems at the
hatchery, etc) quality of feed, proper vaccination, etc. All these
things are in the integrators hands, not the growers, but the growers
pay is based on it anyway, Sick birds from the hatchery, a mistake in
mixing or quality of feed will adversely effect bird performance leaving
the grower with a sub par bird performance which can cost tens of
thousands of dollars for the grower.
Most contracts are single flock contracts which may renew from flock to
flock. Dispute resolution is by binding arbitration, which often costs
more than a grower can afford just to get to go to arbitration.
Growers are often required to spend thousands of dollars to upgrade
their poultry houses to make them more efficient to increase the
integrators profits while decreasing the growers profits due to the
added expense. The integrators profits are being increased by the
growers at the growers expense. There are little, if any, alternatives
for the grower except comply with integrators demands or face almost
certain being cut off from receiving birds and financial ruin.
It is time that the farm bill did something to protect contract
growers from the abuses of these companies. Mandatory arbitration should
be done away with.Why should car dealerships be favored with protection,
yet individual farmers are forgotten. Integrators should be held
accountable for their actions. Give GIPSA the power to police the
industry properly. I hope that you will take the steps necessary to help
protect all small contract farm operations from the abuse of power that
large corporations now practice with little to no consequence to them It
is time foe changes to be made, for many it is to late, and if it is not
done , many more will suffer at the hands of these large and powerful
companies.

Sincerely;

Gregg Farris
8408 Highway 134
Elba,AL. 36323

PS: If this email becomes known by the company I grow for, then I
certainly be targeted for reprisals.


