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Question4: Urban and Community Forest programs need widespread funding
in cities and municipalities throughout this country. Protecting and
sustaining natural forest areas protects watersheds, rivers and lakes
from pollutants. Developing, protecting and sustaining the urban forest
protects many of the same aquatic and marine waters, where cities/towns
intersect these waters. Air quality is also improved, where urban
forests are sustainable. The tangible, monetary, and health benefits
need continued funding for research. Planting of shade canopy trees are
needed for improvements to existing urban forests and replacements for
lost canopy nation-wide. Please ensure that significant increases in
funding are included in the 2007 Farm Bill to make the above-mentioned
programs a reality.
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