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Question4: Maintain CRP acreage, especially in Northern Prairie Region
Maximize WRP acreage
Continued support for the Grasslands Reserve Program (GRP)
Maximize wildlife benefits in the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Security Program (CSP)
Continue to support Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)
Any and all of the above incentive based policies have and will continue
to improve the status of the environmental goals so necessary for our
children and grandchildren's future. The needs of Agriculture and
Conservation need not be dissimilar. Any incentives to smaller farms to
assist in the retirement of marginally producing farmland into habitat
suitable for wildlife has benefits beyond the obvious. Wetland
improvements and increases in acreage as any Biologist will explain
produces the largest increase in terms of wildlife useage. Tailoring
policy to provide incentives to the farms in the closest proximity to
watersheds should result in the biggest return on relatively small
investments. The farms that might be least thought of in regard to cash
incentives (whether through additional tax incentives or direct
payments) would be the smaller family farms. The larger farms are
usually so well managed as to have already been including land that they
do not use "well" into retired croplands. As such, the smaller farms
throughout the country, that typically see the least benefits from most
governmental policies would stand to provide the next most logical step
and as well the greatest gains on a more regional level, toward
increasing wetlands suitable for Waterfowl, storm surge suppression and
Wildlife habitat.
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