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Question1: We need traditional credit programs for beginning farmers and
in addition need to support efforts to link beginning and retiring
farmers, new incentives for retiring farmers to rent or sell land and
other assets to beginners on favorable terms are critical to progress. A
priority focus of research, marketing, conservation, and risk management
programs should be set to meet the unique needs of beginning farmers.
Government must increase opportunities for research on the fiscal
success of women farmers, a growth sector among new and beginning
farmers and make an effort to learn what programs, tools, resources,
outreach and education will enable them to be more profitable and what
they need to participate.

Question2: USDA must create more programs that encourage local and
direct-market opportunities and encourage regional marketing programs
and increse the work that puts locally-grown nutritious food onto the
tables of low-income consumers

Question3: Congress needs to understand through education we make
progress in responsible behavior and choice making. This means we need
greater support for the full funding of outreach, education programs
which develop sound business practices.
Question4: Technical assistance enables many landowners and operators to
apply conservation practices without necessarily requiring financial
assistance, making US conservation initiatives the most efficient and
effective anywhere and conservation financial assistance is an important
component in achieving agricultural sustainability both economically and
environmentally.

Question5: Programs need to endorse and fund entrepreneurship as a
priority for Extension programming, support the development and research
of programs that attract youth to rural communities and support programs
that integrate rural community development, economic development and
agriculture.

Question6: USDA should support additional efforts to build cooperatives
and other initiatives to link those consumers with family farmers who
have what they want and opportunities to increase income and self
employment in farming and ranching and increase benefits to local
economies through social and environmental improvements to the area.


