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Question1: Land and equipment prices determine if a farmer can make a go
of it. Many places we can't as we are competing for land and water with
urban interests. Agriculture loses everytime. Do away with the direct
loan program and provide more pvt banking input and provide a safety net
for new farmers using income guarantee by eliminating the current farm
program subsidies.
Question2: If you really want to maximize competitivness then eliminate
farm subsidies. Many producers farm the gov and not the land. This would
force many non-profitable farms to look at other alternatives
Question3: Farm program benefits favor large producers as they have the
base's for large payments.Grain,rice & cotton producers benefit but
current farm programs ignore 90% of all other farmers. Open program to
all even if they don,t have a base much like the NRCS CSP program or do
away with the program so all of us farmers are competing on an equal
basis.(Example) My neighbor has a base on their farm, mine does not so
when we grow wheat he has an advantage on price and cost of doing
business just because they have a base. They can elect to participte, we
can not as we have no bases. Eliminate the base requirement open to all
producers for a preset amount and let each producer determine if they
wish to participate.
Question4: It was a mistake to give all conservation programs to NRCS as
they do not have the Admin structure to implement program requirements.
If we sign up with NRCS for their conservation programs we need to
furnish duplicate records, one Copy for FSA and one Copy for NRCS. They
will not accept each other records so we must now furnish 2 sets of
records where before we only needed to provide one set to FSA. There is
no oversight on who gets a contract nor is there any compliance followup
on practice implementation. This lack of oversight leads to program
abuse. NRCS does not have the manpower to assist in the conservation
efforts of farmers who do not wish to participate in programs but would
like help in conservation efforts. Large group of farmers left out. NRCS
is currently doing what FSA used to do. The solution is to combine FSA &
NRCS and allow each agency to do what they do well.
Question5: Provide equal opportunity to all by doing away with the base
requirements and allow all farms access to farm program money. Farmers
spend their money locally which benefits the whole rural community
Question6: With the continued farm price support network, this does not
allow for farmers to change their market structure as they become
dependent on gov money. Allow all farmers to have access to former grain
payments so they have another method to explore market opportunities


