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Question5: Rural economic growth in Alaska can be enhanced by reducing
the cost of energy by promoting renewable energy. Many of the rural
communities and businesses have hydroelectric resources. They lack funds
to develop them. The farm act does not provide aid for new hydro in a
remote area like Alaska where it is cost and enviormentally the best
solution. In ALASKA hydo should be on the same basis as other renewable
sources. Alaska is discriminated against as we do not have existing
dams. Most of our new systems would be very benign run of river
facilities. Our environmental systems, waste, water etc. need energy to
operate to protect the health of the people. Excess energy from hydro
can be used to power greenhouses that can provide fresh produce to
remote communities. Many of our people pay up to 25 percent or more of
their cash income to purchase energy. This inequity needs to be taken
care of by making renewable energy loans available for hydropower.
Question6: Alaska has some unique advantages that could prove useful to
the rest of the US. We can be a source of uncontaminated seeds. We can
provide a laboratory for climate changes and adapt plants to meet future
challenges. We can use our energy resoures to provide power to the
contigous states. We can produce fertilizers. We could have more
development on greenhouses to provide food during catastrophes such as
volcanic eruptions that reduce photosynthesis and gobal cooling. These
events have and will happen.


