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Questionl: | agree with the "farm the best-preserve the rest"

philosophy. Living in the midwest, | see firsthand the impact of

farming marginal, erodable or hilly ground. As a taxpayer, | pay twice
when we support a system that encourages farming this ground and again
when | have to have nitrates removed from drinking water, local lakes
dredged, and my state parks have unswimmable waters. We are smarter
than this--let's act on it.

Question2: | see farmers being increasingly successful by diversifying

and specializing. Corn and beans are important but the quality of life

in middle america will be enhanced when we can support local truck
farmers, canola production, and other non-traditional crops. In

addition, | think that recreation and quality of life are essential
components of a vibrant, healthy economy that attracts young people. We
need a chance to create that, not simply incentives for ever larger corn
fields. Our best land can compete in the world and contribute to our
quality of life--let's use it that way but let's not shoehorn our

marginal ground into the same approach--buffer strips along stream and
river banks, for instance, are in everyone's best interest. Let's make

it easy to do the right thing.

Question3: WRP and CRP have been very successful. Itis a good model
for the "Farm the best, preserve the rest" approach that can maintain
environmental quality, protect key landforms, and allow for other uses.
Growing farm sizes may be unavoidable--I'm not sure--but as farmers move
off the land, they take something from the rural commmunity and we must
have a chance to keep people--diversified crops--wines, truck farms,
specialty grains are all successful with some help--sometimes less help
than the corn farmer needs. Let's level the playing field on these

factors and recognize that farm programs may have been good for business
but in many ways they've been bad for "farms".

Question4: CRP, WRP, Forest Crop and intentional development of
recreational trails and other outdoor opportunities is very compatible

with intelligent agriculture. They are complementary goals--the

evidence is clear that environmental quality is one important factor in
drawing people back to our midwest communities. | feel strongly that
farm programs must have conservation and environmental goals as a high
priority--manage the land for the future and the quality of life and

middle america can be reinvigorated.

Question5: Focus on quality of life, diversification and

conservation--don't take an oversimplified production agriculture
approach.

Question6: Research must be at the core of the bill but so must
technology transfer. Rural growth depends on competitive technology
transfer--perhaps even more than urban america. There must, however, be
intentional programs to bridge from the research institutions out into

our rural communities--again, more than simply corn and beans.



