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Question1: A concentraton of market power in agri-business makes it
difficult for small and medium sized farmers to stay in farming and hard
for younger people to get into farming. Future policy needs to address
this unintended consequence by supportina a fair competition title in
the next farm bill.
Question2: WTO requires redluction in ag subsidies- but should not comes
at espense of driving farmers and ranchers off the land. By reducing
farm comodity payments to reasonable levels, the money saved should be
transferred into conservation "green" payments like the Conservation
Security Program .
Question3: Enactt the Grassley-Dorgan payment limitations bill. Restore
effictive payment limitations to Environmental Quality Incentives
Program and do not allow EQIP to expand concentrated livestock
production.
Question4: The Conservation Security Program and the Conservaton Reserve
or Wetland reserve programs are keys !
Question5: Provide financial support for rural entrepreneurial and small
business development. Also support Value-Added Producer Grants program
by reducing current commodity payments.
Question6: Stimulate new markets thru - Rural Business Enterprise
Grants, Value- Added Producer Grants, and the National Research
Initiative for Future Agriculture and Food Systems. Demonstrate a
commitment to organic research and outreach. Funding for new Farmers
Market Promotion Program and farm-to-Cafeteria programs.


