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Question1: Secretary Johanns,

I am an eighty-one year old producer of soft white wheat in
Latah County, Idaho. We are facing one of the lowest prices of soft
white wheat in years. As you are aware, energy costs exploded this fall
because of perceived shortages in crude and refining capacities because
of the Gulf hurricanes. Our costs have increased dramatically this fall
because of the price of fossil fuels. We are unable to pass these costs
on to the market as other industries have done. Currently, our costs
are exceeding our returns from the sale of our crops, eroding our
equity. Financial help is needed now.

Secretary, in my fifty plus years of farming, I have never seen
financial times so bad. Even during the Great Depressions years, moral
was higher among farmers than it is today. Society has changed since
then and farmers and rural Idahoans are unable to live off of their
?fruits?. There are a huge number of producers in my area that are on
the edge of bankruptcy. The ?safety net? imposed by the 2002 Farm Bill
was inadequate then. It doesn?t even come close today with the
increases we have seen in all of our input costs. The loan rate for
wheat is way to low. Even with our third best yields of all time, this
farm, as well as many others, fall short of their obligations at their
banks. I encourage you and your staff to contact lending institutions
in my area and talk to the agriculture loan officers. I am sure they
will paint the same picture.

Alex McGregor a local fertilizer business owner, as well as the
National Association of Wheat Growers are offering a proposal for
emergency assistance to farmers. This will only reduce the hurt from
this last year?s financial crisis, it will not cure it. The fifty-two
cent emergency aid is far less then the aid we received in the late
nineties

This financial crisis is region wide as told by the speakers at
the 2007 Farm Bill Forum at Eastern Washington University last Thursday.
The farmers made it clear that help was needed now, or we would be broke
before the 2007 farm bill is passed. It was interesting that one of the
questions that you were asking addressed new farmers entering
agriculture. The incentive for young people to enter agriculture is at
an all time low. Young farmers for one, do not have the money to buy
into farms. Also with the uncertainty; weather, prices, and political
policies that damaging our markets, young people are pursuing more
income stable careers.

I am troubled by not only by my sons, but by other middle aged
farmers in the area. Not one of them want their children to farm. Not
because they don?t want to pass on the farm, but because they want



better security for their children and their grandchildren. There were
only a small number of young farmers who talked at the 2007 Farm Bill
Forum. All college educated. This shows the trend for new farmers
entering agriculture.

Secretary, with the help of my daughter, this is the first
letter I have ever written about political issues in my eighty-one years
of life. This needs immediate attention. The future of this family
farm, and many others, rely on you and your colleges? leadership to push
for emergency aid for soft white producers in north-central Idaho. I
hope my opinions and requests do not fall on deaf ears.

Respectfully,
J. Alvin Bohman
Troy, ID
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