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Question1: This is probably partly true. Farm subsidies need to be
directed to locally based sustainable farmers. Limits on subsidies need
to be in place to ensure that stewards are rewarded. Subsidies based on
scale will always lead to environmental degradation and waste.
Subsidies based on individual farmers and not size of production would
encourage more people to become farmers because the subsidies would by
definition help support the individual and not the big farm.
Question2: Support should be directed towards locally based sustainable
farmers growing crops that are not global commodities. Globalization,
as a macro force of capitalism, is a terrible scheme (ponzi-like). What
shall we do when the energy crunch is fully upon us? The US by
geographic nature will always play a role in feeding the world, but any
role should be based on land stewardship and sustainability first, and
global growth and competition a far far second (if at all).
Question3: Farmers should be subsidized first and foremost as
individuals. This would help create smaller farms that are run by
individual farmers. Obviously subsidies would have tie-ins to
production size, but there should be clear limits based on ability and
scale that reflects the stewardship ability of individuals. I
personally feel that if small local farmers were subsidized you would
see an opening of many off farm jobs they are currently holding in
addition to there farm jobs. On top of running an organic certified
market farm, I hold a full time job to enable me to provide insurance
for my family. If I was subsidized minimally to provide health
insurance and small production protection I would give up my job.
Someone other than a farmer could support a family from my off farm job
only if I didn?t need it to support my family.
Question4: Subsidize small local sustainable farmers. More stewards per
acre farmed is a solid base for better stewardship and husbandry.
Question5: Subsidize small local sustainable farmers. More farmers and
farm families in rural areas will enhance rural economic growth. Large
farms are extracting resources while adding little to the rural
community.

Question6: People want real local foods. Any expansion in products,
markets and research should be assessed first in regards to
sustainability. Increasing the potential for individual farmers to
create value-added products would likely be a good thing. Subsidizing
Monsanto to create new biotech killer genes would likely be a bad thing.


