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Question1: Everything is just to
expensive.Seed,Fertilizer,Chemical,Insurance,repairs,fuel,
Machinery ect. Who in their right mind would want to start farming if
they originally had no ties to it to begin with. If your father is
financialy sound you might have a chance to take over and keep the farm
going. Farm policy now is to
complicated for anybody to understand. It needs to be simplified. It
must make it easier to pass the farm on to the younger generation. All
of our inputs keep going up because they are passed to us,but who are we
to pass to after that.
Question2: Crack down on elevators for discount gouging. I can
understand why there is qaulity levels to meet for trade, but why is it
so different from elevator to elevator and state to state. Seems like
everybody has their own rules. I would think the playing level should be
made more fair here at home before worrying about other global playing
levels. We may be getting screwed overseas but we are getting screwed
before it even gets there!
Question3: First of all, our farm has made the Ken Cook lists that are
published for people to see. I do think this is wrong. To be fair, I
think the people who are getting real welfare assistant should also be
public. Having this information available for people like the Ken Cooks
to publish has tarnished our reputation among our friends and neighbors
and local town people. Yes we do farm many acres, about 14000 to be
exact. But in no way has gov't payments been the reason why we farm this
much. We are aggresive in how we farm which has led to better farming
practices and just plain good in what we do. And our landlords can
verify that. Yes gov't payments has kept us afloat thru difficult times.
Payments are more now because it reflects the very very very poor
commodity prices. The farm that has 200 acres has the same
opportunities to pull as much payments out of those 200 acres as the
farm that has 30000 acres if the large farm farmed those same 200 acres.
Ken Cook has made statements that the large farms are driving up land
prices. This Is far from the truth. I know from first hand because it is
the outside investors coming in our region that are the ones buying up
the land. And we can't even compete with them because we are trying to
make a living and they are doing it for recreation. Remember we farm
14000 acres and I am 38 years old and my brother is 48 and I just bought
my first piece of ground. It was ground I farmed for for 15 years and my
landlady passed away and her family gave me first chance to buy it. But
at a average and fair price. Thats all I can handle for awhile. But with
our names being published,it makes it look like we bought the whole damm
county.
Question4: Following thru with it. reward the good stewerdship of the
land. But ease up wildlife rules at the same time. The good farmer will
be good for the land, let him do what he knows best and the environment
will be better for it.
Question5: Invest in more transportation means. We can't get our product



to it's destination fast enough because we have the same railroads that
we had 30 years ago. Yes our technology has gotten better which has
resulted in better yields but at the same time we are being penalized in
basis costs because transportion has not gotten any better.
Question6: Keep pushing for bio-fuels and ethonal useage. If we can't
compete with the brazils than lets do it ourselves and use up our
supplies by pushing harder than ever before in using renewable energy.


