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Question1: USDA needs to overhaul the system of subsidies works against
new farmers and ranchers. A new system is needed to allow greater
market factors to work directly. Right now it is very difficult to get
started and since the majority of subsidies are tied up in a limited
number of farmers, it represents a large barrier to entry.
Question2: Funds now going to subsidies should be moved to other areas.
stewardship of the land over the long-term and getting marginal land out
of production are critical steps. Funds should be reprogrammed to pay
for important programs such as CRP, WRP, GRP and other efforts to move
land out of production. CRP should be converted into a permanent cover
program with payments over a reasonable period of time to wean us off of
the annual payment. By paying for stewardship activities, we can cause
farming to focus on productive products that are more sought after in
world markets. Some of the funds should be used to encourage the
development of new markets and to give US products an edge in those
markets over other nations. In the long run, subsidies being moved into
better uses of the funds for taxpayers will allow agriculture to be more
competitive and less dependent on annual payments.
Question3: Again, the most effective way to do this will be by paying
for stewardship of the land and protection of prime farmland, removing
all marginal land from production for conservation use, and eliminating
subsidies. While it is unfortunate that smaller farmers are being
eliminated due to the need to be larger because of smaller margins, this
will continue if we do not change our system of subsidies that favor a
few individuals/operations and limited types of crops. I do not think
that the Conservation Security Program is a wise investment. It needs
to have real results that help keep working conservation lands
delivering the goods and services that they provide.
Question4: By moving more funds into efforts, such as WRP and CRP (in a
more permanent form) and others, that remove all marginal, floodprone,
and other lands that should not be farmed. USDA does a poor job of
enforcing rules now on conservation efforts, such as swampbuster, and
that needs to be corrected. WE also need to eliminate subsidies that
are causing the plowing of large acreages of native prairie in the
heartland of the Dakotas where land is being converted to grow more
soybeans on marginal lands. We need to focus the farm bill on
conservation of the soil, water, air, wildlife and other ecological
goods and services that those lands can provide.
Question5: By promoting the development of new business streams such as
recreation and so forth. We need to convert more rural communities to
better types of economies.
Question6: See above


