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Question1: Soils should determine policy which would encourage working
farms and forests under sustainable (perhaps certified) management, much
as wetlands are now receiving the protection they deserve. Paving and
building on valuable soil is a danger to our ability to sustain our own
population.
Question2: Production for global markets is always going to endanger
resources, such as burning down rainforests for cattle grazing.

A long-term, sustainable view is the only one that should be considered.
Question3: It seems to me that the cooperative, CROP, which produces
Organic Valley products and other coops and sustainable producers
operate on a market-driven economy with price supports for farmers built
in. Farm products have little added value for the farmer and discourage
the family farm.
Question4: I absolutely agree that this is necessary both in farming and
forestry. Marketing is not in step with the reality of environmental
protection and resource production, tho the market is beginning to see
consumer demand for products that protect and enhance the environment.
Hence, it is a golden opportunity for the farm bill to jump in and ride
the horse in the direction it is going.
Question5: Depends on what technologies are involved. I'd be careful
here.
Question6: I absolutely agree with the first paragraph.

The next farm bill should favor practices that focus on the future,
produce the science to document land use impacts and encourage education
with the public and corporations as to the value of long-term
objectives.


