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Question1: Strenghtening microenterprize loan availability and for
breadth of activities including agroforestry.
Question2: United States management and policy has overlooked and/or
hampered the development of wild and wild simulated nontimber forest
product (e.g., wild mushrooms, native seeds, floral greens like salal,
and hundreds of other species made into thousands of products)
industries. Money for research into existing commercial and
noncommercial uses is greatly needed, including household economy,
cultural assessments, biological inventories and monitoring, and
informal-formal economic relationships and commodity chains. There is a
great opportunity to link restoration and management of forests for
economic diversification and biodiversity conservation.
Question3: Rewards are needed that strengthen small, family farms and
creative innovations such as native plant nurseries for restoration
activities.
Question4: Policy that is anchored in enchancing local cultural
traditions such as the harvesting of nontimber forest products is a
great example. Harvesters throughout the United States need
biodiversity, healthy forests to improve their ability to make a living.
Policy that supports active management for such products rather than
allowing for activities that damage nontimber forest product patches
(e.g., logging done incorrectly can ruin valuable products like ginseng,
matsutake mushrooms, and other valuable NTPFs). Good policy would
encourage biodiversity conservation for economic diversification
including improving the ability for cottage industry and small business
to flourish.
Question5: Federal rural and farm programs need to increase help to
rural communities. For example, 1) Improve participatory monitoring
opportunities. Kids could be trained to go out in the forests and farms
around them to help with collecting scientific data, such as inventories
of nontimber forest products which are currently almost nonexistent
despite their economic importance to rural communities, 2) NGOs can
often play a more effective role in building local capacity,
collaborations and partnerships between government and NGOs need to
increase, 3) farmers need small, risk free grants (not matching) that
allow them to experiment with new cottage industries.
Question6: Research funds need to be greatly increased but not
structured in a way where only universities can get grants. Small,
community-based NGOS or NGOs that work on rural issues can be extremely
effective in doing quantitative and qualitative applied science that
directly benefits local farms and their communities. Oftentimes these
NGOs form lasting relationships that help break down contempt for
scientists that is an increasing part of the rural landscape.


