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Questionl: The Wayne County Agriculture Development Board offered the
following comments as having potential for improving access to farmland
for new and beginning farmers -

a. Increase funding for Purchase of Development Rights under the FRPP,
which has helped protect over 3200 acres in Wayne County, keeping the
land available at agricultural values for the next generation of

farmers.

b. A Federal program that provides pensions for farmers who sell their
farmland to younger farmers (for example $150,000 over 10 years) would
encourage retiring farmers to make land available for beginning farmers.
c. Additionally, tax incentives for landowners who keep their land in
farming either by sale or lease to a young farmer may increase the
amount of available land for young farmers.

d. Increase the Farm Service Agency cap on farm purchase loans to
$500,000 (from $200,000, which is not adequate given the inflation in
land values, especially close to cities)

e. Extend and provide funding for the Beginning Farmer and Rancher
Development program

Question2: Continue the Market access program and similar programs.
Continue and expand USDA purchase of fresh fruits and vegetables for the
school lunch program.

Continue funding for the Centers for Agricultural Innovation.

Question3: The Wayne County Agriculture Development Board believes USDA
programs should-

a.restrict all federal payments per farm to a level that supports family

scale farming and encourages sustainable practices

b. eliminate loop holes that allow non-farming landowners and multiple

family members from a single farm to collect payments

Question4: Continue grant and funding opportunities for farmers to
voluntarily adopt improved tillage techniques.

Question5: USDA Rural Development programs have been critical to our
rural towns being able to cost effectively address health problems like
poor water quality.

Continue funding for programs like the RBEG and RBOG grant and loan
programs.

Question6: Support for expanded basic an applied research for our farms
is critical. Continued support for market research, foreign market
development and similar programs is important. The value-added
competitive grants programs should be continued.



