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On behalf of the Emmons County Soil Conservation we would like to
comment on the Environmental Quality Incentive Program in regards to
changes that could possibly be implemented in the 2007 Farm Bill. The
EQIP program is utilized by a great number of producers throughout the
states and the following are issues we feel we are facing as we are
trying to implement these programs. The two issues that we, as
Supervisors would like too submit for comment are listed as the
following.

Cost-share for Dry Wells ~ A producer may want to install a pond to
provide for their livestock and the NRCS and SCD planner will sell them
a management system that includes a well to better manage their natural
resources. During the conversation planning, the producer and the
planner look at the site and with some basic knowledge of the water
wells in the area, determine the best location for the well to benefit
the grazing system. This is a best guess and beyond control of the
producers. If the well does not produce adequate water, the producer
will pay the cost of the dry well.

We, the Board of Supervisors of the Emmons County Soil Conservation
would like this to be considered a failed practice and cost-shared to
assist the producers. If the producer seeds grass or plants trees and
they fail beyond the producers control we will cost-share them again and
not ask for the previous monies back. We would like this to be the same
for dry wells.

Producer Eligibility~ Section 515.61 of the Conservation Programs
Manual requires that to be eligible for EQIP, producers be engaged in
livestock or agriculture production, have an interest in the farming
operation and have a minimum of $1000.00 or more of agriculture products
produced and sold.

We had an owner that requested an EQIP contract and wanted the contract
in his name, so he could control it better. The renter he has moved
around a lot, rented several units over the years and they do not have a
long term lease. The owner will also be installing the conservational
structural practices on the agricultural unit.

We would like to have the Owner eligible for the EQIP contract if the
land they are offering produces a minimum of $1000.00 or more of
agriculture products sold. The only concern we would have is the
incentive payments. These payments need to go to the operator and not
the owner. This would be a contracting issue that needs to be
addressed.



The Supervisors of the Emmons County Soil Conservation would like
to thank you for letting us take the time to relay our concerns in
regards to the Environmental Quality Incentive Payment Program.

Sincerely,

Jim Vander Vorst, Supervisor
Emmons County Soil Conservation
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