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Question1: While there is not much that can be done to control market
forces that impact land prices; it is imperative that in scenarios where
farmland prices are escalating, property taxes are not allowed to
increase as well.

The application of "use value" assessments (taxing such property as
agricultural land) can contribute by not further exacerbating the
problem.
Question2: Inasmuch as this question is centered around the 10 to 20
year forward view of global demand for farm products I want to know why
forestry has not been a priority under the Farm Bill.

With global demand for natural resources continuing to grow it would
seem to me that providing tree farmers and forest landowners more
resources at a local level should become a priority.

Trees are not at all like the "typical" annual crop. Sustainable
forestry demands that we have a 10, 20 and 30 year view of the future.
Every year that passes without this becoming a priority item in the Farm
Bill is another year that this country's ability to compete globally
with sustainable forest products with the rest of the world is
compromised.
Question3: I agree completely...the current farm support system has been
largely controlled by traditional agricultural interests which has
resulted in a disproportionate distribution of program benefits to large
farms. For instance, programs like EQIP and FLEP (authorized under the
2002 Farm Bill) have not only been underfunded, but have also failed at
providing Tree Farmers and other forest landowners access to planning
and funding resources at the grassroots level. The interests of tree
farmer and forest owners should not be dismissed.
Question4: See my response to the previous three questions.

The owners of forest lands are stewards of air and water resources.
Their needs and interests should be made a priority.
Question5: Federal rural and farm program policy should discourage the
continued fragmentation of our nation's rural lands. Disincentives to
further fragmentation should be implemented and incentives consistent
with sound conservation and environmental goals should be expanded.
Question6: Encourage diversification to include sustainable forest
products so that our nation can both compete and be a global provider of
forest and fiber products 20 and 30 years from now.


