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Question1: Until recently our national farm policy has also addressed
some of the needs of the 10 million family forest owners through
programs such as FLEP, SIP and FIP. These programs assisted forest
owners in managing their forests and maintaining these areas in
agricultural status. These lands are under tremendous developmental
pressure and without more interest from the federal government many of
these will be converted to home sites.
Question2: The US is currently a net importer of forest products despite
the fact that our forest, private and public could provide 100% of our
needs. We need governmental policy that encourages the US to be more
self reliant and productive. It seems senseless to have millions of
acres of forests destroyed annually by wildfire, insects and disease and
be importing lumber and logs. We need better management of our forests
to help our country meet its own wood product needs.
Question3: Until recently our national farm policy has also addressed
some of the needs of the 10 million family forest owners through
programs such as FLEP, SIP and FIP. These programs assisted forest
owners in managing their forests and maintaining these areas in
agricultural status. Existing farm policy has either eliminated or not
funded these programs. This is very shortsighted and adds to the
tremendous developmental pressure. I am afraid that without more
interest from the federal government many of private forests will be
converted to home sites
Question4: It is important that farm policy addresses the need to
appropriately manage the 200 million plus acres of NIPF. NIPF provide
many environmental benefits such as providing habitat for 90% of the
endangered species, 2/3rds of the nations drinking water, a wonderful
carbon sink and production of clean air along with the wealth of
recreational benefits.
Question5: Our country is currently coming to the realization that we
need to develop more enery sources for the future. I strongly
encourage the federal gov.to get involved in developing wood fired
heating systems. This would not only help our rural areas meet their
energy needs it would help manage our private forests by creating a
market for small trees and slash.
Question6: Help create more products that can be profitable made out of
wood. We have much more wood growing in this country than what we are
using.


