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‘.. The Washrngton State Potato Commrssron works with’ approxrmately 350 potato
+ growers throughout Washlngton ‘Potatoes are the second: largest crop grown in". -
the, state; with - "an annual farm-gate value of approximately $500 million.
- Washrngton State accounts for nearly ‘one-third of all potatoés and potato products
exparted from the U.S:, totaling nearly, $500 million in exports from the Ports. of

-Seattle Portland and Tacoma in 2001 alone. - - .,

. Astudy of the econom ic lmpacts of the Washrngton State potato mdustry show that
potato fannrng and, related processrng contributes $3.01 billion- annually to’ the |,
' ‘Washington’ economy (David Holland & Hun Ho Y€o, The Econemic Impact of the .
. Potato Industry in Washington’ State (1987)., This translates into 27 600 jobs. : (Id.)
! ;Thls is srgnrt'cant con5|der|ng that Washlngton State has ‘one; ofithe hrghest }f
R ,' : / unemployment rates in the natron / (See u. S. Dep't: oerabor /Bureau of Labor
e - Statistics, September 2002 http [AWWw. bls qovrwebllaumstrk htm) T

Currently the fi nancral heatth of the Washlngton potato mdustry is precanous
Durlng the past five years sellrng prices for potatoes have been very low, margins
", aretight, creditis, scarce and Iosses are mountlng for. many Washlngton potato
if farmers ' o ~ :
There is a dlsparlty in. the current Fann Bill that needs correctlon Nlnety two -
percent of commodrty spending was. paid on 5 crops: representrng only a thrrd of the
. growers in the U.S. The majority, the other two-thirds of the farmers;’ many . _
! specratty crop growers, receive very little support from the current Farm Bill. Potato .
) - growers.do not want tradrtronal programs with drrect payments but need assrstance '
REEE ) other program areas, . Ce
1. . Washmgton Potato growers expect contmuatron of restnctmns that do
: ~not allow acres that receive program payments to ‘shift productlon to,
p _frurts and vegeta bles.’ : :

- 2. Dramat:cally expa nded fundmg of the. TASC program (Techmcal



Assistahee for Specialty Crops),, i oy L
. .o ‘ - -7

3. Increase resources for APHIS to. address phytosamtary issues -

- -preventmg the export of domestuc potatoes, A A o

-----

' '4‘., '_,Increased resources for border mspectlons to prevent mtroducuons
. of pests mto the US .

' 6. Effectwe programs to i lmprove the effi c|ency and lower the cost of

. .transportmg potatoes and potato products -

6. "Fund block grants SImIIar to the Spec:alty Crop B|Il

7. -Increased fundmg for varlety research speclﬁcally dlsease and
= pest resw.tant varletles that reduce pestlclde use :

| 8. '-. Allowmg acres set aside for pestlclde buffers and to |mprove
: 'aqunfers to be ellglble for conservatlon payments

L 'Thank you for this opportunity for the Washlngton potato growers to part of the -
- -dialeg in developing this new Ag policy. Please feel free to call-upon us as a
resource in future dISCUSSIOI‘I aswe develop the new Farm BlII

Ty

' _Slncerely, S SRR S
" Chris Voigt - i . o ST ,
Executive Director-* T
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