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The unintended results of CRP in Whitman County

All Federal programs start with good intentions. The unintended results are the actions
what we have to keep adjusting. CRP was enacted to slop the bank failure like Saving
and Loan crises by encouraging conservation to make it acceptable to the public. We saw
the results like less dust storms less road closings and cleaner water in our creeks and
liked what we saw. It then became painfully obvious that our smali towns coop and
fertilizer companies were closing because there was not enough revenue staying in the
counties to support them. This unintended results of CRP were not what we desired.

We now have an opportunity to make adjustments that could help this problem

As the rule is now FSA pays to mow CRP but does not allow grazing; when allowed
FSA charges to graze, I am going to show you that dormant grazing is better for CRP
than mowing it.

Grazing dormant CRP will improve longevity by hoof action.

Hoof action will improve the mineral cycle.

Hoof action will reseed more grass.

Hoof action and manure will improve the soil biology.

Hoof action will increase organic matter storing more carbon in the ground.
Hoof action will improve the grasses ability to compete with weeds.

Hoof action will improve infiltration.

By extending the growing season the grass will covert more CO2 into oxygen.

Grazing CRP is much less invasive than mowing for example Mowing well kill pine
trees and shrubs grazing will not

The longer the cows are on CRP the fewer days there is a chance of causing a AFO
CAFO problems. It would encourage the feeding of cows on stubble.

By making livestock more profitable, we will encourage more wetland and hill top hay
plantings.

The last time | asked about mowing CRP, the payment was not enough incentive for
people to do it on a custom basis.



" 1f 54 cows grazing dormant CRP will equal the value to Whitman Co. of one big mower
what would 10000 cows do for Whitman Co.

We are providing pictures of 60+,40 and 20 years of dormant grazing along with two of
S0 years of no grazing. ‘

I will compare this to any pictures of 8 year old CRP and feel confident it proves our
point.

IF YOUR GOAL IS TO HAVE THE MOST POSITIVE USE OF THE LAND, THE
MOST INPROVMENT IN SOIL,AIR AND WATER QUALITY AND THE MOST
INCOME TO STAY IN WHITMAN COUNTY, WE SHOULD BE PAYING
PRODUCERS TO GRAZE DORMANT CRP AT THE SAME RATE AS MOWING
CRP.

The local committee should do what is best for our local county.

This is an opportunity for USDA show it’s support for soil, air and water quality ina
way that will help the local community just like it has shown its support for big business

A Reserve wheat from the Emerson Trust had to be sold by Ritzville but Cargill
' Didn’t have to sell there’s.

B Not enforcing country of origin labeling as passed by the Legislators,

C - Not following the World Heath organization and letting BSE into the US. We
have already found 3or4 over aged cows from Canada in less than one month 1
wonder how many they did not find?

By allowing dormant grazing of CRP we will increase the sodded acres in
Whitman Co. The positive unintended result will be the hay ground acres that you
do not pay for and meore income back into Whitman Co.

As representatives of Whitman County we should do what is best for the farmers of
Whitman county. USDA has shown it will take care of the Cargills of the world .



CRP Grazing of dormant season

Dollars that stay in

From my records Whitman County

Average number of cows 241031 30 cows
AUM of Stubble grazing/ year 99 in 2002 185 in 2004
value of stubble grazing 3 146500 % 2,775.00
Value per Cow grazed $ 6100 % 92.50 $ 5,000.00
Value to Whitman co. equal one tractor & mower 54 head =5000 $ 500000
Next year $ 50,000.00
Total for 10 years $ 42,500.00
There well be a small amount to leave the co.15% but 85% weli stay

$ 5,00000
Big mower $ 50,000.00 45000 leaves the co. $ -
next year $ 5,000.00

total for next 10 years
there well be a small income for fuel of about 2% and 98% leaves the co.
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60 YEARS OF DORMENT SEASON GRAZING




{ows note heads dowm and grazing Grass waterway and alfalf hilltop hay

New seeding of grass and alfalfa hilltop hay 60 years of dorment season grazing

50 years of no grazing B year of (RP



