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[ am Milt Johnston, representing the Washungton State Department of Natural Resources. | am
the Assistant Region Manager for Southcast Region, located in Ellensburg. Washington.

| want to talk about State Trust Lands and the Conservation Security Program (CSP).

The Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) manages more than one mitlion
acres of agricultural lands for the benefit of the common school trust fund of the state of
Washington. These federally granted trust lands arc managed as an endowment for school
construction, and, historically, thesc department-managed londs have been eligible for farm
program payments. The Conservation Security Program is one of the few federal farm programs
where state trust lands are not eligible.

The DNR manages state trust land via leases. Thesc leases arc fong term (10 years) and
tracitionally are rencwed to the same lessec over a long period of time.  Many leases have heen
in the same family for over 50 years as they are passcd from one generation to the next. The
lessce s required. through the leasc agreement, to implement conservation practices, 10 ensure
sustainality, to provide resource protection, and to maintain, or improve the capacity ol Lthe
state trust lands. DNR’s agricultural leases arc very bencficial to local farmers, communities and
the agricultural economy.

What are the Issues and What is the lmpact?

The DNR has required our lessees o be very aggressive m implementing conservation practices;
howcever they arc being penalized by not being ailowed to participate in CSP as our lessec. This
is a significant dis-incentive to conservation, and may even contributc to a lack of interest in
leasing these (rust lands.

We believe that the federally granted lands within the State of Washington should be able 10
enroll in the Conservation Sceurity Program for the lollowing reasons:

»  QOur lcascs arc long term in naturc

¢ Our lcases arc passed from generation to generation of fanuly farmers

* QOur Icssee 1s the decision-maker in regard to enrolling in furm proyrams

» QOur lessee is the decision-maker about crop sclection and rotation
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WE ARE REQUESTING a statutory change making all siate trust lands, throughout the country,
eligible for the Conservation Security Program, just as is currently allowed with all tribal lands.
Participation in CSP will benefit the federally pranted land trusts, the good farmers that leusc
land from the states. and. most importantly, cnsure good conservation praclices across the
landscape. State-trust-lund lessees should be allowed to participite 1 this important
conservalion program. '

Respectlully Submitte -~
’a/l/\ ' \"“Q,,_J ; \D @.Ll.fo €'+0.-4

Muton D. Johnstion
Assistant Region Manager
Southcast Region
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