KAMUELA VACUUM COOLING COOPERATIVE

B P.O. Box5l4
B Kamuela, Hawaii
' 96743

To Whum i1 May Concern. November [ 1, 2005

Thank you for he invitation 10 the USDA Farin Bill Forum. Unforunately, most farmers cannot spare time
away from their farms and wiil not be able to attend your meeting. We did. however put Logether some
answers 1o your questions regarding the Farm Bill. As you are aware. many of the small “family farms®
have been dwindling. The following responses were put together by a small group of farmers {in both
vegetable and fower productian) who have continued 10 run their businesses despite difficult conditions in
today’s turming environmen.

How should farm policy address any ununtended consequences and ensure that such
consequances do not discourage new farmers and the next generation of farmers from
entering production agriculure?

a. Repeal NAFTA

b. Do NOT puss the Food Safely Act- instead educate the consumers on the need 1o
wash their food.

]

Stop over regulating the indusiry.

d.  Kegulaie foreign products — many diseases, pests and contamination come in
with imponer commaodities.

How should farm policy be designated 10 maximize U.S. competitiveness and our
country s ability to effectively compete in globul markets?

a. A distinetion has w be made between U S fanmers who have farge holdings
abroad., and the American Garmer who Siems on American soil.

b, The Amcrican firmer who pays waes o tiis land, follows siringent labor laws
and contetbutes 1o s communiry should not unly be applauded. bul compensated
threugh s dedactions, subsidies and/or ineentives on heafth care and hability
insurance. worker’s compensatian, tuel, ete

How should farm policy be designed 1o etfectively and fairly distribute assisiance to
producers?
4. Policy should be based an octual furm income of bonafide farmers that derive at
fzust 753% of their meome trough farming aciivities,
How can tarm pulicy bust uchivve conservation and environmentai goais?
a. Farmers have the imost 1o Jose iFwe do not protect our environment and conserve
our resources. Notibeation of envirosmmental concerns in specitic agricultural
areas would be helpfud in protecting the environment.

Muow can Tederal rural and tarmy programs provide ellcelive assisunce in cural areas?




a. Protect agriculoural lunds
i Forexample: a by-pass road is being planned 10 be routed through the
middle vi over a dozen of active truck and flower farms in Lalamile
Farm Lots. 1171his road is built a majority of the farmers will have to shut
down operations.

b. Protect, build, and maintain agriculiural water sources and storage.

i. Forexample: The irrigaiion system North Hawaii was buili in the mid
1900%s and is in need of major repairs, vet no funds are available 1o do it
Without water, agriculwire 15 dead.

6. How should agricultural product development. marketing and research-related issues be
addressed in the next farm bill?

a. Local producis should be promorted.
b. Support ut'the needs of the Amenican Farmer.

Thank you once again for this opporntunity 10 provide input inte some of the policies that directly
affects our livelihvod. In clusing. 1'd like 10 add 1n one mure comment. It is imporiant for not
only the individual, but aiso the government to evaluate themselves, Logk, not only at your
success, but your tailures as well. Too many tarmers are being lost. Do we really want o rely on
foreigners to feed our country?

Sincerely,
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Larry Nakameolo

President, Kamugla Vacuum Cooling
Cuooperative




