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Natural Resource! OCEAN COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Conservation Pri

714 Lacey Road, Forked River, NJ 08731
Tel 609.971.7002 • Fax 609.971.3391 - www.ocscd.org

August 16,2005

SECRETARY MIKE JOHANNS
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
1400 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE, S.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

RE: 2007 Farm Bill

Dear Secretary Johanns:

We appreciate your commitment to the challenges of the Farm Bill and to your commitment to natural
resource programs that emphasize soil management. These are challenges that are equally important to the
Clean Water Act, because soil and water are integrated, interconnected and interdependent. It is for these
reasons we urge you to encourage ARS and NRCS to collaborate more closely on the issues of soil
management.

Our present.day agriculture evolved as we sought to meet the rising demands for food and fiber. Modern
agricultural equipment together .with new chemical fertilizers and pesticides have greatly increased crop
production and benefited on farm labor efficiency. However, these management practices have also increased
soil organic matter loss, soil erosion, resulting in soil degradation. The awareness of poor soil management, its
prevention, and treatment is one of the most important issues facing farmers throughout all watersheds. It is a
nationwide concern and has strong impacts on food, energy resources, and water quality.

We understand that ARS is currently working on researching techniques to develop innovative,
sustainable soil and crop conservation systems to improve water and nutrient use efficiency and to help sustain
healthy soils. However, we also need technical and financial assistance from NRCS to encourage the proper
installation of soil management practices on our farms. We believe farmers will support greater collaboration
between ARS and NRCS to facilitate the installation of soil management practices, because it will improve
production, reduce soil erosion and improve soil and water quality. We urge your support through the Farm Bill
to encourage the implementation of soil management practices to sustain healthy soils that will serve as a
wellspring for agriculture.

Sincere

William Pol
. Chairman

C: Senator Jon S.Corzine . , . ~ •. .
. Senator. Frank J. Laiitenberg - - - . • . • .: - -r .

. . . _ ' . . . . Congressman, H . . James Saxton • - • • - • - . • . - - • . ' : • . . - . . _
Congressman H . Smith.- . . . . . : . ;

File: Farm Bill/Secretary Johanns

NJ DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. Nj DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. COOK COLLEGE OF RUTGERS UNIVERSITY,
AND UNITED STATES NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE, COOPERATING



LU
tr
Z5

wgco
2cr uj
< O > o
x < < S
O LL UJ O

o LU

LU
o co

oo.
o
o
i/:>
04
o

UJ
V)

cr

O
CE

o

V

UJ
o



\


