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Secrtry Dear Secrerary fohanns, .
Board Members Thank you for the opportunity to comment on'the reauthorizaton ot the 2007
Alan Mose Farm Bill. We greatly appreciate the forums vou and Under Secretary Bost have

held around the counuy. We're sorry we did not have the chance o speak to
you p:.rt.omllx to relay the anportance of the federal nuu‘mnn programs mn our
mear state. |

Cathy Dearman

Chrix Gerke
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Dan Spc;lrc,

Hoyt Burrows The \V’lahmgton Food Coalition represents over 300 emergency food providers,
Jack Laverry including meal programs, food banks, and food pantries as well as individunl
e Clark hunger}lghter&. We'd like to take just a few minutes o share with VOLL OUr
A hopes for the Fuod Stamp program and the federal conunodities’ progeans.
Jim Coares .

Kothy Covey In Washington State, the Food Stamp program conunues to help famibies

Keith Keagelund survive. As you look roward reauthorizaton, please:

Linda Finlay

Lia Hall - Conunue the entitlement structure of the program
: - Increase hoth the minimum benetit and other allotment levels

- Expand eligibility to those who contnually strupgle to make ends

meet, ncluding legal immgrants and former drug felons who atc

Miguel Salelin , making new starts

Lisa Simmons

Alike Cobien

Pateicia King - Liberalize resource rules

Peny Accher = dtreamline enrollment operations
Ruchaed Melcher - Increase reimbursement rates for state administrative options

. - Increase support for food stump outreach
Rebert Cont

- Continue to allow recipients to make their own choices when 1t
Robm Rudy

comes to foad purchases

Sam Knappe - Cootnue Elecrronic Benetic Transfer J~ BT} th‘]l\ ery

Sarab Nelson - " - Rename the program natdonally to reflect L.hﬂnqc:~ i our culture
Sharon Kukpatrick

While I.ht' Food Stamp Program is considered the first linc of defense aganst

Shelley Curns
sy hunorer we do not wish 1o sce reductons m other vital USDA food programs.

YVicks Penier



. Washmgron Food Colitinn
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We are iinding that clients are relving more and mere on thew local food panties and food asststance
providers. Specifically, The Emergency Food Program (I'EFAD) and the Commodity Supplemental Food
Program (CSFP) foods are another importmt “safety net” for our state’s ciuzens that are low-income and in
need of food. We are seeing an increase in clients yet a decrease in the amount of USDIA commodities
received through the programs. In FFY 2005, our State’s TEFAP program recewved ene million pounds Jess
of USDA food yet scrved 5 %% more households.

We apprecrate USDA's willingness o consider and hopetully support the following items when reauthonizing
the Farm Bill:

- Increase the level of TEFAP food made available i entitlement and bonus by targeting Sectin 32
funds/tood to TEFAT

- Esxpand CSFP Fundmg to1 mcre lsed c1ael<1-1d without sncntlcmg Ut]]LI_ USDA Food qumbumm

T Programs (LEIEYT : e e P . -

- Consider targeting CSFP clients to elderly only.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comsment on this very important legisladon. We look forward to
working with you in chis process. If you have any quesdans about eirccumstances or need in Washington

State, please do not hesitate to contact us at (206) 729-0501.

Tracy Wilkin

Execuuve Dircctor

Sincerely,
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