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Dr. Thomas J Hoban is a professor in the Department of Sociology (as well as the
Department of Food Science) at North Carolina State University. He holds a joint
research and Extension appointment within the Collage of Agriculture and Life
Sciences. His research and educational programs cover the entire food industry
from the farm to the consumer. Dr. Hoban has worked with government agencies,
nonprofit associations, and industry on projects related to market research, needs
analysis, and technological innovation. His work focuses on how people and
organizations respond to change.

During the past 15 years he has designed and conducted all manner of social
science research, including numerous telephone surveys and focus groups with
farmers, consumers, and opinion leaders. For the past ten years, he has focused on
how the agricultural sector and others can most effectively respond to the important
issues related to agricultural biotechnology. His research on public perceptions of
biotechnology is widely used and cited by groups from around the world. His work
has also examined the factors that influence farmers' adoption of new technologies.
He is currently conducting an extensive research project that examines what global
leaders think and know about biotechnology. He just completed focus groups about
biotechnology with leading farmers.

He has helped a number of organizations understand and respond to public
concerns about biotechnology. His research has impacted government policies and
industry strategies for managing biotechnology. He has given many invited
presentations on this and related topics over the past ten years. He was invited to
serve on the public information panel at the recent FDA hearings. He also was
recently appointed to the USDA Advisory Committee on Agricultural Biotechnology.
He has been interviewed over 100 times by a range of media.

Dr. Hoban received his Ph.D. in Rural Sociology from lowa State University in 1986.
He has two Masters degrees from the University of Wisconsin in Agricultural
Journalism and Water Resource Management. He received a B.S. degree in
Biology from the University of illinois.



