
UNITED STATES GRAIN STANDARDS ACT AND REGULATIONS
EXAM QUESTIONS - SAMPLER/TECHNICIAN (inspection function) LICENSE

1. An official sample must be protected from:

a. Manipulation.

b. Substitution.

c. Improper or careless handling.
d. All of the above.

2. The identity of a lot of grain is lost when:

a. The sample from the lot is not officially inspected on the day that the sample was obtained.

b. A portion of the lot is unloaded or transferred from the container in which it had been identified.

c. More than two bushels spill from the lot during loading.

d. The lot is found to contain two or more live insects injurious to grain.

3. The pan ticket that is used from recording activities that are performed during the course of an inspection shall be:

a. Destroyed after the factor results are recorded on an official certificate.

b. Attached to the original copy of the certificate and forwarded to the applicant.
c. Considered an official work record, and the original copy is retained by the agency or field office that performed the inspection.

d. Forwarded to the FGIS regional office for filing.

4. Official file samples shall be kept in:

a. Only glass containers that will retain the moisture content.

b. Such containers that will retain the representativeness of the sample from the time it is obtained until it is discarded.
c. Only plastic containers.
d. Only metal containers.
5. If compartmented railcars are not identified by markings, they can be identified as:

a. B-1, B-2, etc. starting at the non-brake end of the railcar.

b. B-1, B-2, etc., starting with the first bay at the brake end of the car.

c. B-1, B-2, etc., always starting at the front end of the train.

d. A, B, C, etc., starting at the non-brake end of the railcar.

6. When sampling grain in lots, any grain in excess of the quantity needed for the requested inspection service shall be:

a. Donated to a charitable organization.

b. Donated to the local farmers for animal feed. 

c. Returned to the lot from which the excess grain was obtained or to the order of the owner of the lot.

d. Weighed and deducted from net weight of the lot.

7. No sample shall be considered representative of a lot of grain unless the sample has been:

a. Obtained by an approved diverter-type sampler.

b. Obtained under ideal conditions.

c. Obtained for the first original inspection. 

d. Obtained by official personnel, is of the prescribed size, and has been obtained, handled and submitted in accordance with the instructions.

8. Licensees may allow elevator employees to deliver official samples to the inspection laboratory:

True

False
9. Licensees may not knowingly perform any official inspection function, including sampling, on any grain in which they have a direct or indirect financial interest:

True

False

10. A sample obtained from a lot of grain by official inspection personnel and given to an inspector for official inspection is:

a. A sample to be inspected only by FGIS employees.

b. An unofficial sample.

c. An official sample.

d. A submitted sample.
11. When performing sampler or inspection technician duties, you should follow the instructions of the:

a. Elevator manager.

b. Seller of the grain.

c. Chief Inspector.

d. Buyer of the grain.

12. If you are offered a bribe, or believe that a bribe was offered to, or accepted by, another employee, you should notify:

a. The local FBI office.

b. The local police department.

c. The Department of Agriculture's Office of Inspector General, by calling collect the telephone number listed on the Form FGIS-110, which you carry while on duty.

d. The Department of Agriculture's Office of the Assistant Secretary of Agriculture.

13. You have a conflict of interest if you own stock in a grain elevator, or if you are employed by a grain firm, or if you accept gifts from a grain firm:

True

False

14. If you are advised that you have a conflict of interest, you must:

a. Surrender you license for cancellation.

b. Request that you license be voluntarily suspended until the conflict of interest is resolved.

c. Take immediate action to end the conflict of interest and advise your Chief Inspector and the FGIS field office manager of the action taken.

d. Only take immediate action to end the conflict of interest if the conflict involves ownership of stock in a co-op.

15. If you have a conflict of interest and believe that the required actions to resolve the conflict would cause an undue hardship, how should you request an exception?

a. By sending a written explanation of the hardship to your congressman.

b. By sending a written explanation of the hardship and a request for modification to the official in charge of your State Department of Agriculture.

c. By sending a written explanation of the hardship and a request for a waiver through the FGIS field office, to the FGIS Administrator.

d. All of the above.

16.
If your spouse, minor child, or blood relative who resides in your household works for or owns stock in an elevator or other type of grain firm, that person's employment or stock ownership does involve you in a conflict of interest.

True

False

17. What functions can you perform without being licensed or under direct supervision of another licensee?

a. Only sampling with a probe.

b. Only test weight per bushel and moistures.

c. Transporting or filing official samples, or typing or filing inspection records.

d. Non-licensed employees may not perform any functions related to grain at an official agency. 

18. If your employment is terminated by the official agency, your license will be:

a. Thrown away.

b. Automatically suspended.

c. Canceled after 30 days.

d. Suspended for 1 month, then canceled.

19. Your license may be suspended for cause without offering you an opportunity for a hearing if the Administrator determines that the suspension is in the best interest of the service.

True

False

20. Under the regulations, the term carrier means:

a. The person that carries the sample from the sampling point to the laboratory.

b. Only trucks and railcars used to transport grain.

c. A truck , trailer, truck/trailer(s) combination, railroad car, barge, ship or other containers used to transport bulk or sacked grain.

d. Only ships and barges used for transporting bulk grain.

21. It is prohibited conduct for licensed personnel to refuse to testify or respond to questions in connection with official inquiries or investigations.

True

False

22.
A carrier or container is considered to be "heavily loaded" when:

a. Grain is overflowing from the container's hatches. 

b. The weight of the carrier and the grain exceed the capacity of the scale. 

c. The quantity of grain in the container exceeds the capacity of the container.

d. The lot is loaded in such a manner that it is possible to secure only door-probe or shallow-probe samples of the lot.

23.
If your license has terminated, or has been suspended, canceled or superseded, you must:

a. Promptly destroy the license.

b. After 1 year, return the license to the Chief Inspector.

c. Promptly surrender the license to the FGIS field office.

d. File the license in your personnel folder at the Agency.

24. What shall official personnel report when learning about violations of any provision of the Act, the regulations, or the instructions?

a. Only the nature of the violation.

b. All information which shows or tends to show a violation of any provision of the Act, regulations or the instructions.

c. Only the time and place of the violation.

d. Official personnel shall not report violations.

25. An offense shall be deemed to have been committed knowingly under the Act if it:

a. Resulted from ignorance of the pertinent facts.

b. Resulted from gross negligence or was committed with knowledge of the pertinent facts. 

c. Was witnessed by another person.

d. Violates any section of the Act.


