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RTI International* (RTI) would like to express its interest in bidding on
aspects of the "Livestock and Meat Marketing Study" sponsored by the Grain
Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration. RTI has substantial
understanding of poultry and meat production, distribution, and marketing
through its work for USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS).

Since 1993, RTI has maintained a database of all federally and state
inspected meat and poultry establishments. During the most recent update,
foreign establishments that import meat and poultry products to the U.S.
were added to the database. Using this database, RTI has conducted
econometric studies to determine the factors that affect plant exit over
time, and most recently, conducted a study to determine if food safety
regulations caused plants to exit.

RTI is also in the process of developing economic models that can be used to
estimate the price, quantity, and social welfare effects of regulatory
actions on the meat and poultry slaughter industries using detailed
facility-level data. We are currently collaborating with researchers at
North Carolina State University to determine the economic effects of
alternative waste treatment technologies on the hog and pork industries.
Researchers at RTI have also conducted studies to measure the degree of
market power in the beef packing and other industries. Our experience with
the meat and poultry industries and the relevant data sources would allow us
to develop conceptually sound and practical analyses to address the
objectives of the Livestock and Meat Marketing Study. Our close proximity
to North Carolina State University allows us to collaborate easily and
effectively with academic researchers when appropriate.

RTI International* is an independent organization with a worldwide staff of
more than 2,100 people. RTI is active in health, technology, survey and
statistics, education and training, economic and social development, and
environmental protection research. Three North Carolina universities-Duke
University in Durham, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and
North Carolina State University in Raleigh-incorporated RTI in 1958. We
collaborate with their scientists on research programs and projects and
maintain such relationships as adjunct faculty appointments, cooperative
research programs, and other professional contacts. Today, RTI serves
clients in government, industry, academia, and public service throughout the
United States and abroad.

Please address the RFP or any RFP information to:

Mary K. Muth, Ph.D.

Senior Research Economist, RTI International*

& Adjunct Assistant Professor, North Carolina State University
3040 Cornwallis Road



Research Triangle Park, NC 27709-2194
(919) 541-7289
muth@rti.org

(*RTI International is a trade name of Research Triangle Institute)

David M. Stratton

Sr. Contract Negotiator

Research Triangle Institute
Office of Research Contracts
3040 Cornwallis Rd.

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

Phone...: 919-541-7397
Fax........: 919-316-3911
Email....: stratton@rti.org

Internet: www.rti.org

CC: Muth, Mary K.



