












May 13, 2008 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 35

MEXICO
Dry weather dominated most of Mexico. The
exception was in the northeast, where rain (5-
25 mm or more) fell locally in Coahuila and
Nuevo Leon. However, dry, warmer-than-
normal weather (temperatures averaging 1-2
degrees C above normal, with highs in the
middle 30s degrees C) returned to nearby
Tamaulipas, the country's largest producer of
rain-fed winter sorghum, following last
week's beneficial rain. Elsewhere, the
dryness was favorable in northwestern
Mexico for winter wheat harvesting but rain
was needed on the southern plateau for
planting of summer corn. Unseasonably dry
weather also continued across the southern
Pacific coast, limiting moisture for newly-
sown summer crops.

CANADA
On the Prairies, spring grain and oilseed
planting was underway, although colder-than-
normal weather and pockets of drought have
created delays. Temperatures averaged 4 to 6
degrees C below normal in Manitoba and
nor the rn and eas t e rn sec t ions o f
Saskatchewan, with lows generally ranging
from -10 to -3 degrees C. Topsoil moisture
was reportedly inadequate in southwestern
Manitoba and southeastern Saskatchewan. In
the western Prairies, rain and snow (5-25 mm
or more, liquid equivalent) boosted topsoil
moisture for germination, although
unfavorably cool weather (temperatures
averaging 1-3 degrees C below normal) was
slowing early planting.

In eastern Canada, mild, showery weather
(temperatures averaging near- to slightly
below normal, with precipitation totaling 2-
25 mm) maintained generally favorable
conditions for vegetative winter wheat. Corn
planting should be underway in southern
Ontario.
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