Notice to USDA Employees in the Headquarters Complex

Results of the Fire Drills in the Headquarters Complex on October 29 and 30

In keeping with October as Fire Safety month, the Office of Operations conducted fire drills over the past two days in all four of the Headquarters complex buildings.  The drills were concluded efficiently and safely.  Operations staff members involved in the drills commend USDA employees for their cooperation and rapid responses.  Each building was evacuated expeditiously (all within 10 minutes) and without incident.

Some new initiatives in our drill planning included simulating actual fire related hazards.  This new wrinkle provided valuable training for the Emergency Response Team responsible for damage control and assessments, and for the USDA Incident Command System team that controls the overall event.  All of the USDA emergency communication tools were successfully tested as well. 

As in previous drills, you can provide valuable assistance by helping us identify emergency communications problems, and other problem areas as well.  If your computer did not receive a Computer Emergency Notification System (CENS) message, please contact your agency’s network system administrator.  All other problems or suggestions may be addressed to mailto:preparedness@usda.gov.

We continue to learn valuable lessons and improve our capabilities to ensure the safety of Headquarters Complex occupants.  We identified additional training requirements for the wardens, improved our command and control procedures, and are resolving technical issues with some of the electronic security equipment.  We also continue to improve the effectiveness of our public address system.

Finally, we extend our apologies to the occupants of the Whitten Building who got a little damp yesterday.  We thought the morning rains had passed.  The rain caused us to delay the Yates Building drill until today to avoid exposing the children in the Child Development Center to the elements.  Again, thank you for your excellent response to the drills and continued cooperation with this vital activity.

