South Building Fire Alarm on Monday July 2, 2007

At approximately 11:40 AM on Monday, the Fire Alarm system in the South Building of the Headquarters Complex was inadvertently activated by an outside technician who was working on the system.  The fire alarm system was unfortunately, and improperly, silenced several minutes into the event. The premature silencing of the system caused some confusion among many of the occupants of the building who wondered if they should continue to evacuate or if it was safe to stay inside. Reports of personnel not wanting to leave, led the Incident Management Team to issue a second Computer Emergency Notification System (CENS) message instructing all occupants to evacuate the building.

Once the fire alarm is activated, all personnel should vacate the premises immediately and stay outside until the all-clear has been issued and they have been directed to return. Any fire has the potential to disrupt the fire alarm system. Just because the alarms and strobe light stop sounding the alarm does not mean that the building is safe. Our protocols, those designed to protect your safety, are for the all-clear to be sounded only after qualified Fire Department personnel, in conjunction with our engineers and safety staff, make the decision that the building is safe for occupancy.

Questions or comments pertaining to this event may be directed to preparedness@usda.gov.
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