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USDA TO RECRUIT STUDENT TALENT FROM UNIVERSITIES AT 

USDA-WIDE CAREER FAIRS

WASHINGTON, Sept. 20, 2004—Agriculture Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights Vernon Parker today announced that USDA will hold a USDA-wide career fair with a special emphasis placed on minority candidates.  USDA will sponsor university career fairs during the coming months to recruit talented students into public service.  The first two-day event will be held in Kildee Hall on Sept. 29 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sept. 30 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa.  The recruitment events will include the USDA career fair, classroom visits and on-campus interviews.  

“The services provided by USDA are just as diverse as the people served.  The demographics of our country have changed dramatically since President Lincoln founded USDA,” said Parker.  “This Administration continues to look to our nation’s universities for its future leaders.”

As one of the largest civilian employers, USDA employs 118,291 individuals across the United States, U.S. Territories and in 57 countries.  The average age of USDA’s employees is 44 and more than one-third are over 50 years old.  There are fewer younger people entering USDA’s workforce and approximately 8.8 percent are under the age of 30.  It is USDA’s goal to manage workplace diversity as new demographics in America create a diverse marketplace.  USDA, in many ways, is at the cutting edge of experiencing the impact of these dynamics because of its stakeholders and the services provided to the public.
The mission 
 USDA enhances the quality of life for the American people by supporting production agriculture; ensuring a safe, affordable, nutritious and accessible food supply; caring for agricultural, forest and range lands; fostering growth in homeownership, business development and critical community and technology infrastructure; providing economic opportunities for farm and rural residents; expanding global markets for agricultural and forest products and services; and working to reduce hunger in America and throughout the world.  

Representatives from the following USDA agencies will be on site during the two-day career fair at Iowa State University: Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Agricultural Marketing Service, Agricultural Research Service, Farm Service Agency, Food Safety and Inspection Service, Forest Service, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Rural Development.  Additional information about the career fair and upcoming recruitment events is available at http://www.usda.gov/da/employ/intern.htm. 
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