
MMAARRKKIINNGG  DDOOCCUUMMEENNTTSS  
 
 
Classification decisions are either original or derived.  Only individuals occupying 
positions specifically authorized in writing may originally classify documents.  Only 
individuals with the appropriate security clearance, who are required by their work 
to generate classified source information, may classify derivatively. 
 
Example of a Document Originally Classified by the Secretary of 

USDA 
 
TThhiiss  iiss  aann  eexxaammppllee  ooff  aa  ddooccuummeenntt  tthhaatt  aann  oorriiggiinnaall  ccllaassssiiffiieerr  hhaass  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  
rreeqquuiirreess  pprrootteeccttiioonn  uunnddeerr  EE..OO..  1122995588,,  aass  aammeennddeedd..    IItt  ccoonnttaaiinnss  tthhee  eesssseennttiiaall  
mmaarrkkiinnggss  rreeqquuiirreedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  OOrrddeerr  iinncclluuddiinngg  ppoorrttiioonn  mmaarrkkiinngg,,  oovveerraallll  ccllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn,,  
iiddeennttiiffiieess  wwhhoo  iitt’’ss  ccllaassssiiffiieedd  bbyy,,  tthhee  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  ccllaassssiiffyyiinngg,,  aanndd  hhooww  lloonngg  iitt  ccaann  bbee  
ccllaassssiiffiieedd::  

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 US Department of Agriculture 

                                March 1, 2004 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
From:      Chief, Operations Division 
Subject:  (U) Funding Problems 
 
1.  (U) This paragraph is completely 
unclassified. 
 
2. (S)  This paragraph contains Secret 
information. 
 
Classified by:    Secretary, USDA 
Reason:            1.4g 
Declassify on:  March 1, 2014
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Example of a Document Derivatively Classified by USDA 
 
TThhiiss  iiss  aann  eexxaammppllee  ooff  aa  ddooccuummeenntt  tthhaatt  iiss  ddeerriivvaattiivveellyy  ccllaassssiiffiieedd..      IItt  ccoonnttaaiinnss  tthhee  
eesssseennttiiaall  mmaarrkkiinnggss  rreeqquuiirreedd  uunnddeerr  tthhee  OOrrddeerr  iinncclluuddiinngg  ppoorrttiioonn  mmaarrkkiinngg,,  oovveerraallll  
ccllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn,,  iiddeennttiiffiieess  tthhee  ssoouurrccee  ddooccuummeenntt  ooff  ccllaassssiiffiiccaattiioonn,,  aanndd  hhooww  lloonngg  iitt  ccaann  
bbee  ccllaassssiiffiieedd::  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even classified information in electronic form (soft copy) must be marked 
appropriately. All media that has classified information stored on it must also be 
labeled to identify the highest classification of the information stored within.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECRET

US Department of Agriculture 

                          March 1, 2004 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
From:      Chief, Operations Division 
Subject:  (U) Funding Problems 
 
1.  (U) This paragraph is completely 
unclassified. 
 
2. (S)  This paragraph contains Secret 
information. 
 
Derived From:   USDA Security  

         Classification Guide 
Declassify on:    March 1, 2014 
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