
BIOMASS CROP ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

BCAP



BCAP is intended to assist 
agricultural and forest land 
owners and operators with the:

1. establishment and 
production of eligible crops 
including woody biomass in 
selected project areas 
for conversion to bioenergy,

BCAP PURPOSE



and with the:
2. collection, harvest, storage,

and transportation of eligible 
material for use in a biomass
conversion facility. 

(CHST) Matching Payment Program

BCAP PURPOSE (continued)



BRIEF BCAP HISTORY

BCAP  was authorized by the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 

(AKA: the 2008 Farm Bill) 



BCAP HISTORY … continued

On May 5, 2009, President Obama issued a 
Presidential Decree to aggressively accelerate 
the investment in and production of biofuels. 



BCAP HISTORY … continued

Proposed rules were issued in the Federal 
Register on February 8, 2010.
Over 23,000 comments 
were received.
Final Rules are expected out
this fall, when implementation 
can begin.



BCAP SUMMARY

 BCAP encourages producers on agricultural and forest land to 
produce biomass for the purpose of conversion to bioenergy

 by making matching payments for collection, harvest, storage, and 
transportation.

 By paying up to 75% cost share and makes annual payments for 
establishing non-woody and woody perennial biomass crops for 
bioenergy

 BCAP estimated total payments: $2.6 billion

 The Final Rules are expected out sometime this Fall



BCAP SUMMARY

 Benefits of the program include:
 Reduction of the use of fossil fuels and a more carbon 

neutral energy source,
 Creation of jobs in rural America, and
 Development of the infrastructure to support renewable 

energy.

 BCAP has the potential to have a significant impact 
on Hawaii agriculture and on Hawaii’s dependence 
on outside sources for its energy



BCAP CONCLUSION

The proposed BCAP rules contain considerable 
details not cover in this brief overview. 

As a reminder, the final rule may be different 
from the  proposed rule when it is published 

Anyone who is interested in BCAP to view the 
proposed rules at: 



WWW.FSA.USDA.GOV



BCAP
“USDA is working to expand 
energy opportunities by 
producing alternative forms 
of energy and fuel, and to 
ensure that we are doing the 
research necessary to allow 
agriculture to transition 
away from its rather 
significant dependence 
on fossil fuels.”
Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture

“Providing incentives for energy-
efficiency and clean energy are 
the right thing to
do for our future
– because the
nation that leads
the clean energy 
Economy will be the
nation that leads the global 
economy. And America must be 
that nation.”  President Obama
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