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Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on coexistence and the scope of your work on the AC 21 advisory committee. My name is Bill Hoffman, and for the last 37 years, I’ve farmed with my wife in Columbus, Wisconsin. Our farm is 1,150 acres and we grow a corn and soybean rotation. 

Our farm is located in south-central Wisconsin, north of Madison. Two of the farms close to our farm are organic dairies. These operations are within a few miles of our farm, and we have never had a problem with coexistence issues. In fact, there have been no issues at all. 
I want the committee to understand that biotechnology provides me and other corn growers with options to better the efficiency and yields on our farms. In fact, the variety of biotech products available makes it possible for me to choose the right technology for my individual farm. I have not witnessed any harm on my land from growing biotech crops. 

You should also be aware of the broader benefits of biotechnology to American agriculture. 

Corn growers adopted biotechnology readily, growing from 25 percent of the corn market in 2000 to 88 percent of U.S. acres in 2011. We can increase yields while decreasing water and fertilizer rates. Additionally, biotechnology provides improved pest control practices that are more environmentally friendly, including drastic reductions in the need for insecticides. In fact, the latest technology will allow me to reduce insecticide use by 95 percent. This is a significant statistic that demonstrates the advantages of biotechnology to farmers and the environment. 
Below are just a few statistics that highlight the benefits of biotechnology to me and fellow corn growers: 

Benefits of Biotechnology to Corn Growers

Environmental Benefits over the last 20 years:

· Improved soil health and water retention; soil loss has been reduced by 69%, in part due to biotechnology enabling adoption of no-till practices.  
· 20% reduction in herbicide application per acre in areas planted to biotech corn. Herbicide tolerant varieties allow growers to use less active ingredient per acre in their weed management programs.
· 65% reduction in insecticides applied per acre in areas planted to biotech corn.

· 110 million pounds of pesticide use was displaced due to biotech in 2006.

· 30% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions per bushel.

· Land use efficiency has increased by 37% which significantly decreases fixed costs for growers.

· 37% less energy is used per bushel output which also reduces fuel costs for growers.

Yield Impact:

· Helps plants resist disease and pests and improves food quality.

· Increases U.S. corn yields by more than 33%.
· Yield preserving benefits of biotech traits have reduced supply volatility due to extreme weather years such as 2009 & 2010.

· The 35 year trend line projects farmers harvesting 170 bushels per acre by 2020, while the improvements seen in the last 12 years indicate that farmers could be harvesting 180 bushels an acre by 2020. This adds up to an extra 800 million bushels of corn per year. 

· When taking into consideration what is in the technology pipeline, yields could near 205 bushels per acre, with total production exceeding 16.4 billion bushels.

