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Advisory Committee on Biotechnology and 21st Century Agriculture (AC21)

 Thirteenth Plenary Meeting

August 29 - 30, 2006
Washington, D.C. 
Draft Agenda

Meeting Objectives:

· To present the Committee’s latest consensus report, entitled, “Opportunities and Challenges for Agricultural Biotechnology:  The Decade Ahead” to the Office of the Secretary of Agriculture. 
· To introduce new Committee members. 

· To consider outside presentations, organize, and begin work on the effects (in terms of planting decisions, markets, and rural communities) of coexistence issues on the development and use of new crops derived through modern biotechnology. 
Tuesday, August 29
8:00

Coffee and informal discussion
8:30 - 9:00
Welcome, Committee updates, introduction of new Committee members and meeting objectives
· Dr. Michael Schechtman, Designated Federal Official, USDA

· Dr. Patricia Layton, Chairperson
9:00 - 9:15
Overview of Agenda and summary from last meeting
 Facilitators

· Cynthia Sulton, HW&W

· Abby Dilley, RESOLVE

· Kathy Grant, RESOLVE
9:15 -9:25
Presentation of new report to the Office of the Secretary, USDA 


Patricia Layton, Chairperson

9:25- 9:50
Remarks from the Office of the Secretary, and questions and answers
9:50- 10:10 
Break

10:10-10:25
Brief Review of Work Group discussions on new topic and introduction of first speaker on discussion of current situation—Michael Schechtman
10:25-11:05
Perspective of an Organic and Conventional Corn Farmer—Allen

 Williams, Cerro Gordo, IL

11:05–11:45
Perspective of an Organic, Conventional, and Biotech Farmer—


Don Cameron, Helm, CA

11:45–12:25
Perspective from the Organic Trade Association—
Caren Wilcox, CEO, Organic Trade Association
12:25—1:05
Meeting the Challenges of Biotech-averse Markets—Lynn 



Clarkson, CEO, Clarkson Grains.

1:05—2:15
Lunch

2:15—3:00
Review and discussion of Committee charge and Work Group discussions


Facilitators

3:00—3:30
Begin discussion of Plan of Work

3:30 – 4:45
Public Comment

4:45—5:00
Review status of work
5:00
Adjourn for the Day
Wednesday, August 30
8:00 – 8:15
Coffee and informal discussion
8:15 – 8:30
Review day’s agenda
8:30 - 9:30
Continued discussion of Plan of Work

9:30—10:15
Economics of alternative purity requirements under conditions of coexistence

Nicholas Kalaitzandonakes, MSMC Endowed Professor of

Agribusiness, University of Missouri, AC21 member
10:15-10:30
Break

10:30-12:00
Discussion of current situation and existing tools for facilitating coexistence
12:00 – 1:30
Lunch

1:30 – 2:45
Discussion of how to relate current situation to plan of work
2:45 – 3:00 
Break
3:00—4:00
Discussion continues and determination of next steps
4:00

Adjourn

