Advisory Committee on Biotechnology and 21st Century Agriculture (AC21)

 Fourteenth Plenary Meeting

December 14-15, 2006

Washington, D.C. 
Revised Provisional Agenda

Meeting Objectives:

· To further work on the coexistence topic framed around the following draft statement of work developed during the last session:
· “In an increasingly complex marketplace, what issues should USDA consider regarding coexistence among increasingly diverse agricultural systems?”
· Consider outside presentations on topics suggested during the previous meeting, including transportation, legal, and seed supply and availability.
· Develop a statement of work and a work plan to address current and future relevant factors. 

Thursday, December 14th
8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion
8:30 - 9:00
Welcome, Committee updates, introduction of new Committee member, USDA officials, and meeting objectives
· Dr. Michael Schechtman, Designated Federal Official, USDA

· Dr. Patricia Layton, Chairperson

9:00 - 9:15
Overview of agenda and summary from last meeting
 Facilitators

· Cynthia Sulton, HW&W

· Abby Dilley, RESOLVE

· Kathy Grant, RESOLVE

9:15-9:30
Brief review of draft concept paper and its development

· Michael Schechtman
9:30-10:30
Discussion of draft paper and the themes of market forces and potential market imperfections
10:30 -10:45
Break
10:45 -11:45
Presentation by Drew Kershen, Earl Sneed Centennial Professor of Law, University of Oklahoma College of Law:  Legal Mechanisms relevant to Coexistence Issues; plus committee discussion
11:45-12:30 
Review of topics already discussed in previous reports and determination of what, if anything, additionally needs Committee exploration.

12:30 -1:30
Lunch

1:30 – 2:30
Presentation by Dr. Bernice Slutsky, Vice President, American Seed Trade Association:  Ensuring a Diverse Seed Supply; plus committee discussion
2:30- 3:15
Further discussion of topics previously discussed in AC21 reports
3:15- 3:30
Break

3:30 – 4:45
Public Comment

4:45—5:00
Review status of work
5:00
Adjourn for the Day

Friday, December 15
8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion
8:30-8:45
Review day’s agenda
8:45- 9:45
Presentation by Mr. James Stitzlein, Manager, Market Development, Consolidated Grain and Barge:  Transportation and Infrastructure for Addressing Coexistence Needs; plus committee discussion
9:45-10:30
Discussion of potential market issues in the three areas touched on by the presentations
10:30-10:45
Break

10:45-12:00
Further consideration of draft concept paper:  linking outside presentations to items contained in the paper
12:00 – 1:00
Lunch

1:00 – 3:00
Continuing discussions

3:00- 4:00
Plan for continuing work over next months 
4:00

Adjourn

