Advisory Committee on Biotechnology and 21st Century Agriculture (AC21)

 Eighteenth Plenary Meeting

March 5-6, 2008
Washington, D.C. 
Draft Agenda

Meeting Objectives:

· Introduce new members of the AC21, as well as thank departing members for their service;
· Officially present a consensus paper to the Office of the Secretary, USDA, responding to the question, “What issues should USDA consider regarding coexistence among diverse agricultural systems in a dynamic, evolving, and complex marketplace?”
· Provide an update to the AC21 on USDA’s efforts to ensure a smooth marketplace transition for cloned livestock animals in the marketplace; and,
· Begin discussions related to potential USDA regulatory roles for transgenic animals.
Wednesday, March 5
8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion

8:30 - 9:00
Welcome, Committee updates, and meeting objectives

· Dr. Michael Schechtman, Designated Federal Official, USDA

· Dr. Patricia Layton, Chairperson

9:00 - 9:30
Presentation of the AC21 consensus paper addressing the question, “What issues should USDA consider regarding coexistence among diverse agricultural systems in a dynamic, evolving and complex marketplace?” to the Office of the Secretary and response.
9:30 – 9:45
Break

9:45 – 10:00
Introduction of new Committee members

· Dr. Patricia Layton, Chair
10:00 – 10:20
Overview of agenda and summary from last meeting

 Facilitators

· Cynthia Sulton, HW&W

· Abby Dilley, RESOLVE

10:20 – 11:20
Update and discussion on FDA animal cloning risk assessment and USDA transition activities
· USDA Under Secretary Bruce Knight
11:20 – 11:45
Updates on other APHIS activities

· APHIS Deputy Administrator Michael Gregoire

11:45 – 12:45
Introduction and discussion of charge to the Committee on transgenic animal issues:
“At the previous AC21 meeting, members learned that using existing regulatory authority, FDA could regulate some or all transgenic animals using either the ‘food’ approach analogous to its approach for transgenic plant-derived foods, or regulating the transgenic modifications as ‘new animal drugs’?  Under either approach, what are the appropriate regulatory roles for USDA for these animals?”
12:45 – 2:00
Break for lunch

2:00 – 3:15
Presentation on USDA authorities relevant to the Committee’s charge and associated deliberations
· Nancy Bryson (AC21 member), The Bryson Group, PLLC
3:15 – 3:30 
Break

3:30 – 4:45
Public comment
4:45 - 5:00 
Recap of day’s events
Thursday, March 6

8:00 – 8:30
Coffee and informal discussion

8:30 – 8:40
Review of the Day’s Agenda

8:40 – 10:00
Continue discussion on charge to the committee
10:00 – 10:15
Break

10:15 – 12:00
Develop Committee work plan and identify additional information needs
12:00 – 1:15 
Break for lunch

1:15 – 3:30
Continue development of Committee work plan

3:30 – 4:00
Determine next steps

4:00
Adjourn

