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GLICKMAN PROPOSES NUTRITION LABELING FOR MEAT AND POULTRY

WASHINGTON, Jan. 12, 2001–Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman today announced a USDA proposal to expand nutrition labeling requirements for meat and poultry, providing consumers with more information about fat, calorie, and cholesterol content.

“Labeling will allow consumers to easily and accurately obtain helpful nutrition information such as fat, calorie, and cholesterol content,” said Glickman.

The proposed nutritional labeling requirements for raw ground beef and chicken are comparable to existing requirements for multi-ingredient products such as sausage, luncheon meat, ground pork with seasonings, and bacon.  Multi-ingredient products already require nutritional labeling on product packages.  They also allow a lean percentage statement on the labels when these products do not meet low fat labeling criteria.

Under the proposed rule, nutrition information for major cuts of single ingredient products such as steaks, pork tenderloin, and chicken and turkey meats will be required either on the label by the manufacturer or by the retailer at the point of purchase.

The proposed requirement stems from the voluntary nutrition labeling regulation that stipulates if less than 60 percent of companies are voluntarily providing this information, USDA’s Food Safety Inspection Service is to initiate rulemaking to require nutrition labeling.  In the last two surveys in 1996 and 1999, less than 60 percent of the companies evaluated were found to be participating in the voluntary nutrition labeling program.

The proposed rule will be published in the Jan. 18 Federal Register.  Comments are due by April 18.  For more information, visit  http://www.fsis.usda.gov.
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