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Release No. 0037.04

                                 BSE Update — January 23, 2004

     USDA's investigation into the 81 cattle that came from Canada continues.  In addition to the 26 cattle already located, an additional animal has been located at a facility in Moxee, Washington.  The State has placed a hold on the facility.  In total, 27 of the 81 cattle that came from Canada have been located:

· One of the 81 was the positive cow. 

· One has been located at a facility in Moxee, Washington.

· Three have been located at a facility in Burley, Idaho. 

· Three have been located at a facility in Tenino, Washington.

· Six have been located at a facility in Connell, Washington.

· One has been located at a facility in Quincy, Washington. 

· Three were at a facility in Mattawa, Washington. 

· Nine were in the index herd.

     USDA has transported and sampled a total of 39 animals from the Mattawa facility and 131 animals from the index premises.  To date, all 170 samples from the index herd and the Mattawa herd have completed testing; results were negative.  

Epidemiological Policy

     APHIS has focused tracing efforts on finding the significant animals; those that were possibly exposed to the same feed source as the index cow.  At this time, all of the animals that were imported from the same herd of origin in Canada as the index cow are being treated as significant animals.   In some instances, due to identification and records available, APHIS may identify groups of cattle that include potential significant animals and other cattle that cannot be distinguished from them.  


     APHIS is using all tools available to identify specific significant animals, including all available identification methods and even bio-forensic testing if necessary.  Since BSE is not a contagious disease spread through animal contact, these efforts can be focused on finding the individual significant animals.  There is no scientific reason to restrict movements of entire herds or anything more than a group of potential significant animals.

     With this in mind, the use of hold orders will be limited to groups of significant animals.  Once an animal in a herd is confirmed not to be a significant animal, it will be removed from the hold order.  This will decrease the impact on individual producers and help streamline the investigation to keep the focus on the individual significant animals as necessary.

     The international review team, comprised of Dr. Ulrich Kihm, President and CEO, Safe Foods Solutions, Bern, Switzerland; Dr. Dagmar Heim, TSE Coordinator, Federal Veterinary Office of Switzerland; Dr. William Hueston, Director, Center for Animal Health and Food Safety at the University of Minnesota; Dr. Stuart Mac Diarmid, Principal Advisor, Zoonoses and Animal Health, New Zealand Food Safety Authority, New Zealand; and Danny Matthews, TSE program coordinator for the United Kingdom, began their work this week to assess the scope and thoroughness of the epidemiological investigation.

Trade Issues
     Senior U.S. government officials are continuing talks with trading partners and this week are meeting with officials in Japan, the Philippines, Hong Kong and South Korea to discuss BSE related issues.  Specific trade information can be found at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/issues/bse/bse_trade_ban_status.html
     Additional information on BSE can be obtained by visiting the USDA website at http://www.usda.gov/BSE Past BSE updates can be viewed at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/. 
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