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                                 BSE Update — January 26, 2004

      Guidelines on bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) issued by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), the international animal heath standard setting organization, state that animals born on a premises within one year (before or after) of a BSE-affected animal can be considered of significant interest to the country reporting the BSE detection.  As such, USDA is focusing on 25 of the 81 animals also born into the birth herd of the index animal.  

     Based on normal culling practices of local dairies, USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service estimated that the Agency would be able to locate 11 of these animals.  However, at this time, APHIS has definitively located 14 of these animals.  
      At this time, 28 of the 81 animals that came from Canada have been located. This number includes a new trace to a facility in Othello, Washington, which has been placed on hold.

· 1 of the 81 is the BSE-positive cow and was located in the Index herd in Mabton, Washington.

· 9 of the 81 were located in the Index herd in Mabton, Washington.   

· 3 are located at a facility in Tenino, Washington.

· 6 were located at a facility in Connell, Washington.

· 1 is located at a facility in Quincy, Washington.

· 3 were located at a facility in Mattawa, Washington.

· 1 is located at a facility in Moxee, Washington.

· 3 are located at a facility in Burley, Idaho.

· 1 is located at a facility in Othello, Washington.

· Over the weekend, USDA APHIS depopulated and sampled 20 animals from the facility in Boardman, Oregon. 

· At the end of last week, USDA APHIS depopulated and sampled 15 animals from the facility in Connell, Washington.

· The hold orders on the Connell and Mattawa, Washington, and Boardman, Oregon, facilities have been lifted.  The hold orders on the Mabton and Sunnyside, Washington, facilities had been released previously.  

                                                                     -more-

Depopulation Summary

· A cumulative total of 449 animals have been depopulated from the bull calf raising premises.

· A cumulative total of 131 at-risk animals have been depopulated from the index premises in Mabton, Washington.

· A cumulative total of 39 animals have been depopulated from the facility in Mattawa, Washington.

· A cumulative total of 15 animals have been depopulated from the facility in Connell, Washington.

· A cumulative total of 20 animals have been depopulated from a facility in Boardman, Oregon. 

     USDA has transported and sampled a total of 39 animals from the Mattawa facility and 131 animals from the index premises.  To date, all 170 samples from the index herd and the Mattawa herd have completed testing; results were negative for BSE. 

Trade Issues

   Specific trade information can be found at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/issues/bse/bse_trade_ban_status.html.

Other Issues

     HHS Secretary Tommy G. Thompson today announced several new public health measures, to be implemented by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), to strengthen significantly the multiple existing firewalls that protect Americans from exposure to the agent thought to cause BSE and that help prevent the spread of BSE in U.S. cattle.  Additional information is at http://www.fda.gov/.
    Additional information on BSE can be obtained by visiting the USDA website at http://www.usda.gov/BSE. Past BSE updates can also be found at http://www.aphis.usda.gov. 
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