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USDA AWARDS $1.1 MILLION FOR RESEARCHING THE ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF PREVENTION, CONTROL, OR ERADICATION OF INVASIVE PESTS
WASHINGTON, Oct. 14, 2004—The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced awards of $1.1 million in grants and cooperative agreements to determine the economic implications of combating harmful pests and diseases. Organizations in six states and the District of Columbia are award recipients. 


“We are committed to identifying strategies that are effective in controlling invasive pests in a cost-efficient manner,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman. “These research projects will help guide our efforts to protect our natural and agricultural resources.” 


The grants and cooperative agreements announced today will provide funding to research institutions in Indiana, Massachusetts, Montana, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, and Washington, DC. Among the issues these projects will examine are:

· the economics of foreign animal disease management strategies, such as quarantine and surveillance zones, with consideration of disease spread and losses, market impacts, and trade; 

· development of a Geographic Information Systems (GIS)-based decision-support tool for prioritizing and managing invasive plants on Federal lands, considering the trade-offs between ecosystem effects and control costs;

· new approaches that consider costs, benefits, uncertainty, and limited budgets in the design of specific pest exclusion policies used by USDA—namely, border inspections and pre-certification programs;

· the ecological and economic determinants of Federal and State noxious weed lists and their impact on interstate trade; 

· frameworks for comparing benefits, risks, and costs of intentionally introducing commercial non-native species.

The complete list of awards is attached. These research projects are competitively awarded by the Program of Research on the Economics of Invasive Species Management (PREISM), administered by USDA's Economic Research Service (ERS). PREISM studies will provide analytically based principles, guidelines, and criteria for invasive species policy and program decision making, as well as the economic information, modeling systems, or other tools that support the decision making. More information about these projects is on the web at: www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/invasivespecies. 
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FY 2004 PREISM Competitive Grants and Cooperative Agreements

Montana State University, Bozeman, MT, $238,300 – This project involves the development of  a Geographic Information Systems (GIS)-based decision support tool to help forest land managers prioritize their efforts to eradicate or control invasive species.  The analysis will account for the potential ecological and production impacts of invasive species, as well as the costs of different management options.   
University of Rhode Island, Kingston, RI, $219,880 – This project will result in a framework for examining tradeoffs between potential social benefits of intentional introductions of non-native species for commercial purposes, and the risks and costs of the species becoming invasive. The proposed introduction of Asian oysters in Chesapeake Bay will be studied as an example.  

Resources for the Future, Washington, DC, $190,860 –Researchers will develop a spatial bioeconomic model for comparing the costs and benefits of targeting invasive-species policy actions at various times and locations, considering uncertainty and irreversible effects. The study will simulate control policies, using cheatgrass in the Great Basin as an example. 

Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN, $169,000 – This project will evaluate the economic impacts of alternative livestock and poultry disease control strategies, such as quarantine and surveillance zone sizes.  The analysis will take into account consumer and international trade responses to disease outbreaks in addition to production impacts.    

University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA, $125,400 –Investigators will construct a decision tool for efficient border protection protocols for potentially damaging species under conditions of extreme uncertainty and limited budgets and apply it to agricultural inspection at a northeastern U.S. port-of-entry. 

Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR, $85,000 – This project focuses on examination of the ecological and economic factors determining what species appear on Federal and State noxious weed lists, which vary substantially across jurisdictions, and evaluate the lists’ implications for interstate trade. 

Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, NY, $74,000 –Investigator will analyze economic issues associated with the design and operation of two pest exclusion policy options, port-of-entry inspections and pre-export certifications, used by USDA. 
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