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USDA REESTABLISHES GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL
POULTRY IMPROVEMENT PLAN

WASHINGTON, Oct. 20, 2004 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture is reestablishing the general conference committee of the National Poultry Improvement Plan (NPIP).  This committee is authorized for a two-year period.  

 “This committee will provide critical advice regarding poultry health issues,” said Veneman. 
The General Conference Committee is the official advisory committee to the secretary of agriculture regarding poultry health issues.  The committee serves as a forum for the study of problems relating to poultry health and as the need arises, makes specific recommendations to the secretary of agriculture concerning how USDA can help the industry solve these problems.  The committee also assists USDA with planning, organizing and conducting the biennial conference of NPIP; evaluates comments received from interested persons concerning proposed amendments to USDA regulations that pertain to poultry health; and serves as a liaison between NPIP and the U.S. Animal Health Association.  The authority for re-establishment of the committee's charter is the Federal Advisory Committees Act. 

NPIP is a cooperative federal-state-industry mechanism for controlling certain poultry diseases such as pullorum, fowl typhoid and avian influenza.  NPIP also consists of a variety of programs intended to prevent and control egg-transmitted, hatchery-disseminated poultry diseases.

Notice of this action was published in the Oct. 15 Federal Register.  APHIS documents published in the Federal Register and related information, including the names of organizations and individuals who have commented on APHIS dockets, are available on the Internet at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/webrepor.html.   
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